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The errSnel McGuffds
Readens were different.
Thegl were Christian
Norp they're quailable again
ofter 725 years. You carn get the
full set here oind SAVE $70
Rev. William McGuffey published his legendary Readers in the 1830s.
Later editions, from 1857 on, were revised without his approval, and ex-
purgated most references to religion. They were still excellent texts, but
no longer Christian texts.
Now a Christian publisher, Mott Media, has reprinted the originals, We
are offering them, with pride and admiration, for parents, godparents
and grandparents who care nough toteach at home, or atleast to help ,
the children they love.
The Original McGuffeys: 7 superb texts
Pictorirl Eclectic Primer for Young Childrcn. For kindergarten or pre-
kindergarten: the alphabet, simple sentences and stories, charming
original engravings.
Eclectic Primer. More advanced. For first-sraders and brisht
kindergarteners.
Eclectic Finl Rerder for Young Children. For second-graders or bright
first-graders. Lots ofspelling, and the words get as hard as "would" and
"stalked" and "deranged."
Eclctic Second Rerder. 85 lessons, each a well written story with a
moral, some from Scripture or American history. Each leson is fol-
lowed by l) questions drawn from it (e.g., How did Washingon receive
Lafayette? What is the Fifth Commandment? What is emulation?) and
by 2) spelling words ("believed," "myrrh," "forsook"). When your
children master this book, they'll be years ahead of their peers.
Eclectic Third Rerder. Authors like Addison, Irving, Byron...Bible
selections. ..excursions i to history like the marvelous "Alexander the
Great" - adults can read this book with pleasure. After your child of 8
FREE B00K Free wilh each s ert Mccuffey and His Readers Piety, Moratity and
Educati1n in lgth Century Anerica ly John H. tilleitorholl lll
or 9 finishes it, he's reading better, and understanding more, than most
high schoolers.
f,clectic Fourth Reader. Quite beyond the average collegian today, yet
within the reach of well trained l0-to-12-year-olds. Dozens of authors
they should meet: Johnson, Webster, Milton, Jefferson, Schiller, Bacon,
Southey, Bryant, Shakespeare, etc.
Eclectic Progressive Spelling Book. "Progressive" because it starts with
basics and builds to an advanced vocabulary worthy of a gaduate stu-
dent. Not only definitions but pronunciations and usage in good
sentences,
Mark Sullivan, in his 6-volume history, Orr Times, ranks McGuffey up
with Washingon and Lincoln in influence. And a wonderful influence it
was. Do your children deserve l ss?
Stadling call from eminent profesor of En$ish
"Let's bring back McGuffey's Reader - to College" is how Carl Bode,
University of Maryland, titled his article in lhe Ghronicle of Higher
Education. Wrote Bode: "l guarantee that regular doses of McGuffey will
brighten their eyes and bring roses totheir cheeks . . teach them to con-
centrate on the printed page .give them some of the memorable
poetry and prose olour Anglo-American inheritance . . make them bef
ter men and women. ot o mention better-spoken m and women."
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I "And the angel said unto them,
Fear not:for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord" (Luke
2:10-11).  John R. Rice shows how im-
portant the angels were in the birth of
Christ.
44 
"',3[#:'fiTi:T;DEPARTMENTS
6 You Said lt
10 Jerry Falwell Commentstne Hevetalton
of the lncarnation
Thunder in the Pulpit
Howard A. Kelly
Beloved Physician
of Baltimore
Bernard R. DeRemer
?tr Why I Believew, in tire Virgin Birth
Howard A. Kelly
I Christmas tree lights twinkled over
the room and the emotion of the night
flooded her soul. Soul-searing sorrow.
Indescribable joy! Incredible alone-
ness. A quiver ing wonder that
throbbed for an explanation of why her
husband had been brutally murdered
on Christmas Eve.
I There is a package under God's
Christmas tree, wrapped especially
for you. Your name is on the tag. Will
you open it? Will you receive "A Gift
Too Wonderful for Words"?
40 Preaching & Pastoring
47 In Review
50 Family Living
56 Ministry Update
News
Operation Rescue
Returns to Atlanta
Martin Mawver
64 News Briefs
After All
ls the Rapture on Schedule?
Daniel  R. Mitchel l
I About lhe cover: The photograph is
of a window panel at St. Paul's Episcopal
Church in Lynchburg, Virginia. The
church was founded in 1822 and the
panel of stained glass was installed in the
current building in 1895.
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l l lustaton adaptedl.omTHE CHILDREN S BIBLE O 1965Weslern Publ ish nq Co Inc
A study Bible of such exceptional accuracy
and clariry it's almost like being there.
Tie Neo Scofuld Sndy Bibk, IVao American
Standard. Now in cloth and fine leather editions
at bookstores everywhere.
1t
tm'oRrn
tsible l'ublishers. lnc.
bwa Fblls. k)wa 5b126
The OnhPeopleWthA
More Accuratc tlnderstandiru
HearidltFint-Hand. -
Introducing the ultimate personal srudy Bible.
Unerringly faithful to the original Hebrew
and Greek languages. Comprehensive in
coverage and scope. Flexible and easy to use,
no matter what your experience level.
A study Bible that brings together, for
the first time, the most accurate word-for-word
contemporary text with the most complete
and unified srudy system ever devised.
The New Scofield Study Bible, New American Standard
YOU SAID IT
I Real dismay
It was a joy to be introduced to your
magaztne this week. Yet I read with
dismay "Should We kgislate Monlity?"
0uly/August). I believe that the author
may have misunderstood the theonomists.
I am presently edilngJohn Witherspoon's
Works. Witherspoon was the pastor who
signed the Declaration of Independence.
I can confidently affirm that Dr. Wither-
spoon meant the [,aw of God when he
used the term "natural law." There is a
long and rich history connected with that
term. The meaning has changed over the
years, and evidently Dr. Geisler was not
aware of it. He may have been unaware
of other things concerning theonomy too.
For an accurate representation of the
other side, I believe theonomist Gary
Demar of American Vision or Dr. Herb
Titus of the CBN School of kw should
have a chance to answer Dr. Geislbr's
criticism and clarify their position in your
magazine.
Keep up the good work.
David C. Paul
Madison, Wisconsin
I A message from prison
Baby Doe #410, a prisoner ofJesus
Christ, to our beloved brother Dr. Falwell
and fellow saints reading the Fundamen-
talist Joumal.
Please rejoice with us. We are over-
whelmed at the privilege of carrying our
cross in this way! I am so unworthy of
paying such a price, but by the grace of
God. he has counted me-and the other
Baby Does-worthy through Christ.
We sense the pressure increasing all
the time. However, "There is no coun-
sel against he Lord," and the weapons
formed against us turn back on our foes
6 FundamentalistJournal
every time. The more we are abased, the
more we identify with not only the un-
born, but also with the prisoners who are
not here for being involved with Opera-
tion Rescue. A few have already been
saved.
We feel the effects of the prayers and
fasting ofour brethren the Lord is using
on the outside. We love all of you.
This hour of testing is nothing com-
pared to what the apostle Paul went
through, but we are confident hat we are
following him as he followed Christ.
How wonderful to serve a God who
received a prison record as a loving
service to us!
Pray for the unborn babies.
Remember our bonds.
I am indefinitely committed to this
service of being incarcerated for my
Saviour. Therefore I say I am Jailed for(fro)Life!
#4M, also committed indefinitely to
being imprisoned, sends greeting. #99,
a carpenter and father offive, sends his
greeting. #609 sends greetings.
We all appreciate you very much.
Please pray for the black community.
It seems like many of them see Opera-
tion Rescue as a white-man's movement.
It is not. It is a move of the lnrd's
people.
Grace and blessings to all of you.
Baby Doe #410
Fulton County Jail
Atlanta, Georgia
I Home-schoolers-high
achieuers
We appreciate the fair treatment you
gave the home-schooling movement. We
also appreciate Jerry Falwell's comments
on "Bearing Our Brothers' Burdens."
We need a lot more of this sort of thing.
Perhaps most important is the care-
ful reporting from Kay Raysor. We think
she did a superior job. We were a little
bit worried about the l^arry Kiser
perspective. Although he is not un-
friendly, he presents a typical church-
schooler's point of view and we would
simply like to pass on to him what I
think Kay has tried to do, namely that
there may be problem parents once in a
while in home-schooling, but they are
very few.
Our studies nationally have found that
not only are home-schoolers by far the
highest achievers, but also the best
socialized. We have found that it makes
little or no difference about the parents'
educational level. The main thing is that
they are warm and responsive (most
important) and that they can read, write,
count, and speak clearly. In fact, we even
have some excellent home-schooling
parents who are blind or deaf.
Raymond and Dorothy Moore
Hewitt Research Foundation
Washougal, Washington
I Free because of Jesus
After reading "lcgalism, the Tie
That Binds and Gags," by David R.
Miller, I want to applaud you for your
courage to put in. print what many of us
have experienced. I trust many will
receive Dr. Miller's message as a source
of help and encouragement. Rest
assured, you will be highly criticized,
but truth rings loud and clear in the
article.
Because of legalistic demands, many
people are unsaved, unchurched, and
their lives in upheaval because of confu-
sion, doubt, and inability to live up to ex-
pectations of other Christians. In short,
they have no joy!
by
r.Jerry Falwell
The
earch For
IGNIFICANCtr
by Robert S. McGee
President of Rapha
"A powerful,valuable resource for
personal growth, enrichment and
pastoral counseling."
Dr. Jerry Falwell
Thousands of pastors and counselors have
already found "The Search For Significance"
to be an important and useful addition to their
library. Contact Old Time Gospel Hour Counseling
Center to order your copy/copies of Robert
McGee's book... Call 1-(800)-LIFEAID
Many insurance programs will pay all or most of
the in-hospital and outpatient treatment costs.
Call today! Our desire is to help relieve the hurt
and assist you or someone you love with the task
of living responsibly and joyfully.
It's a free call from
anywhere in the U.S.A.
COUNSELING HELP IS AVAILABLE
Old Time Gospel Hour Counseling Ministry
can provide Christ-centered, over-the-phone coun-
seling to anyone suffering from emotional distress
or substance abuse. In addition, we can, through
our nationwide network of Christ-centered in-
hospital or intensive outpatient counseling care,
provide assistance to individuals requiring hospi-
tal treatment for more severe disorders requiring
professional intervention.
GALI 1.(SOOI.L|FEAID
OR WRITE: OLD TIME GOSPET HOUR COUIISELII{G illl{lSTRY,
LYI|GHBURG, VtRGtNtA 245t4
I am free because ofJesus Christ and
His work at Calvary. My life honors Him
by my love, reverence, and respect for
who He is and not for what l don't do.
I make no apology for being a born-
again Southern Baptist who one day-
a surprise to many-will be in heaven
praising our wonderful Lord for all
eternity!
Linda Montgomery
Florida
I A little concelned
I read David R. Miller's article con-
cerning legalism in the family, and am a
little concerned about the way he uses
the term legalism. Many misinformed
people react to biblical standards by cry-
ing "legalism." Legalism is applying self-
effort to earn salvation by works. It does
not refer to God's command for Chris-
tians to live holy and godly lives.
As Fundamentalists, many of us fail
to properly train our children "up in the
way they should go" and "in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord" and do not
admit our failure/responsibilities as
fathers to properly train our children.
Then we blame our failures on the sys-
tem or on "legalism." Relaxing biblical
standards (in all areas) causes us to lose
both ways.
To reject all biblically prescribed
restrictions as "legalism" is to en-
courage every man to do what is right
in his own eyes! As you may recall, the
French Revolution became an example of
this wrong thinking.
Sam Tillman
Minnetrista, Minnesota
I Glaring inconsistency
With interest I read Dr. W.A.
Criswell's article, "The Curse of Liber-
alism" (October 1988). Everything he
said is true. He openly admits that "in
great areas of our Baptist lives we have
lost our denominations and our Christian
institutions, our colleges and univer-
sities."
One of the reasons for this great loss
has been an attitude of coexistence
rather than one ofcutting offthe support
offalse teachers. Somehow I have a hard
time with such glaring inconsistency.
What would people think if Jesse Helms
wrote an article on the curse of political
Liberalism, and it was revealed that he
actively supported the ACLU? In princi-
ple and practice that is what the Conser-
vatives in the SBC do through the
Cooperative Program.
Bob Wallace, Pastor
Galilean Baptist Church
Cedar Hill, Texas
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Word Study Ser ie . t
wi th  Ted Yamamor i
Opportunity to learn, to grow, to
strive for oners potential.
Physical relief helps a man to
his feet; social and spiritual
development enables
him to walk.
In the Third World sense of
the word, development is not
skyscrapers and shopping
centers. It is doing simple
things which make pro-
found differences.
Digging awell in a
y drought-ravaged African
r Village. Planting trees in a
deforested region of Ethiopia.
Building a school in the highlands
of Guatemala. And giving the
most liberating and
lasting of gifts - the
gospel ofJesus Christ.
For without he spiritual
dimension. there is no
true development.
These are essential roles of Food for the
Hungry. Our commitment goes beyond
the quick fix; our concern encompasses
the whole person. For 17 years, Food for
the Hungry has been at work in 14 nations.
And thousands now gladly testify, it's been a
great development. l
,l
I)E\TELOMNT.
((F ive a man a
Lrfl:li,Ht.,
a day. Teach a man
to fish and he'll eat
for a lifetime.
Centuries later,
the words of the
ancient Chinese still
ring true. In fact,
they resound with , 'l
a wisdom that can
change the lives of suf-
fering people around
the globe.
The old proverb is
not meant to imply that
one ought not to feed a
hungry person. Rather, it
son toward this goal is to give him a
lasting gift; and this is the essence of
development.
Clearly, there are times when imme-
diate relief must be given, when people
must receive sustenance to survive. But.
after the provision of food and shelter,
something else is needed: opportunity.
.M=
FTH
F('(,D FOR THE I{UNGRY, tNT.
For turther inJormation concerning *" rnttfill!:o$|1L$:"1il1r;ucalll-80G2 HUNGER (in Arizona 1-602-ee&3100).
is saying that building self- I
sufficiency for the long term
outweighs giving charity for
the short term. To help a per-
1 A / a
dtA 1-b.-,ha,L
i"a Y"-"6o.i
Presidenf, Food for the Hungry
Get the Facts!
To find out more about the true dimensions of world hunger -
and what you can do to turn the tide - write or call today for your
free copy of. Hunger Facfs. This 2*page booklet produced by
Food for the Hungry will answer the questions that most concern
you. Write to Food for the Hungry at PO. Box E, Scottsdale,
Aizona 85252. We'll send your copy of Hunger Facfs right away.
1 - L r- L: L I e.-v f:- L a-t I o L r-
tLO-LLe,L' tLlG Ltr-oc-L 0Lt-
| | ow important is the doctrine of| - the Incarnation? How does it
L L compare to the doctrine of
scriptural inerrancy, or the deity of
Christ, or His substitutionary death, or
His Resurrection, or the Second Coming?
All these doctrines are interrelated,
but if one of them is the cornerstone of
the rest, it is the Incarnation-the fact
that in the Bethlehem manger, by physi-
cal birth, God literally became one of us.
He never surrendered any of His deity,
yet never in any way did He compromise
His perfect humanity. He lived for 33
years on this earth, that He might be-
come our faithful, sinless High Priest.
If He were not God wrapped up in hu-
man flesh, if the Babe in the Bettrlehem
manger were anything less than perfect
God and perfect man, His death was
meaningless. He was simply a man dy-
ing for men. Had He not been God He
could not have come out of the grave.
There would have been no Resurrection
and we would be without hope.
The Incarnation reveals the na-
ture of God. There never was a time
when God the Son did not exist. "In the
beginning was the Word. . . . The same
was in the beginning with God" (fohn
1:1-2). Isaiah 9:6 says the Child was
born, but also the Son was given. He was
always the Son of God. Our lord Jesus,
the little virgin-born Babe, was with the
Father from all of eternity. He possessed
all of the virtues and attributes of deity
and was equal with the Father and the
Holy Spirit.
The Incarnation reveals the
works of God. "All things were made by
him; and without him was not anything
made that was made" Qohn 1:3). Jesus,
the living Word of God is the Creator. One
morning before breakfast, He spoke the
whole universe into existence. Imagine
that now. That little Babe. in a barn. in
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a dirty trough, lying there 2,000 years
ago, had created the entire universe be-
fore He came here. Imagine the stars
looking for Him and following Him. Why
shouldn't they? He spoke those stars into
existence. And the angelic beings com-
ing and announcing His birth. Why? Be-
cause He made them. The Incarnation
speaks of His work as Creator.
Imagine the stars
looking for Him
and following Him.
lVhy shouldn't hey?
He spoke those stars
into existence.
The Incarnation speaks of His work
as Life-giver. "In him was life; and the
life was the light of men" Oohn 1:4).
There is no life in the universe apart from
Him. If you are separate from Christ you
are dead while you are still alive. If you
are not a born-again believer you are
spiritually dead, separated from God. You
are a corpse while you are walking
around, dead in your trespasses and your
sins. Jesus is not a way. He is the way.
The Incarnation speaks of Christ as
the Light of the World. 'And the light
was the light of men. And the light
shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not" (]ohn 1:4-5).
Wherever the incarnate Word of God is
lifted up and taught and preached, light
follows. Christ is not a light. He is all the
light there is.
The Incarnation speaks of Christ's
works as the Redeemer. "As many as
received him to them gave he power to
become the sons of God. even to them
that believe on his name: which were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God"
(fohn 1:12-13).
If He were not the Creator, if He
were not divine, if He were not the Life-
gtver, if He were not preexistent, if He
were not coequal with God the Father
and God the Spirit, if He were not with
God, then His death on the Cross would
have no value. We needed more than a
martyr at Calvary. We needed a divine
Redeemel who in one moment, one act,
could take all the sins of all of humanity,
past, present, and future, and pay the
penalty forever. Only drvinity could do
that. Only God could do that. He is our
Redeemer. The Incarnation is the cor-
nerstone of our redemption.
The Incarnation reveals the
glory of God. "The Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be-
held his glory the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth." The Incarnation speaks of God's
grace and God's forgiveness. How could
a great, holy, just, and mighty God come
down to earth, live as He lived, and die
as He died? By the grace of God. The
Incarnation speaks of that great con-
descension from heaven to the manger,
from the manger to the Cross, from the
Cross to the borrowed tomb. The Incar-
nation says that God so loved us that He
gave His son to keep us out of hell. He
became one of us that He might pay the
price for our sin in full.
The Incarnation speaks of the
truth of God. There is no truth except
the truth that is in Jesus. The truth is
not in science. It is not in religion. It is
not in education. It is not in the media.
It is not in politics. Jesus Christ is the
truth. The Incarnation brought all the
truth there is to this earth 2,000 years
ago. I
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ABORTION
WAS LEGAL
BY ROBIN JONES GUNN
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Less than an hour old, this tiny miracle shone perfect in every way. She drew him close
to feel the rhythm of his steady heart beating against her skin. A tear fell from her eye,
rolled across his cheek, and with her tears came the memories.
How amazed she was the day she found out she was pregnant! How exhilarated and
yet, how terrified. Trying to justify her condition to her parents proved difficult, to say
the least. But more excruciating was t}re afternoon she stood guileless before the man
Nothing of the
past maltered anymore,
who grac-iously took her in for several months. She Hg WaS finally hefg!
*ilr'ilJf #l','!Tr:'lfffi "jff T#f#'fff 1? i:X N a ke d, ex h a i st e d,
she loved and planned to marry. She found no words
to make him understand. All he perceived was the
awful truth: the baby she carried was not his child.
Facing rejection on every side, she fled to her aunt
confusion and uncertainty, she cried out to the God
who seemed to have forgotten her.
quivering in her arms,
Was it a miracle when the man she loved took her back and married her anyway? Or
was this somehow part of God's mysterious plan?
When the time was right they left their small town together, as husband and wife,
with her due date rapidly approaching. Then the labor began-tightening her abdomen
with such force she feared she would not be able to bear it. Perspiration streamed from
her forehead. Finally the urge to push overwhelmed her, and the baby was born.
Nothing of the past mattered anymore. He was finally here! Naked, exhausted, quivering
in her arms.
Now as the first silver streaks of morning pierced through the cracks in the stable,
she carefully, tenderly, wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in the manger.
I Robin Jones Gunn is a freelance writer in Fremont. California.
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And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of Daaid a Sauiour, which
is Christ the Lord. -Luke 2:10-Ll
hat a big book one could write on Christmas! How many ser-
mons can be preached on holy themes from the Scriptures
about the birth of our Saviour. I would like to preach a dozen The Angel,S
sermons at Christmastime. One sermon could be on the text, - --- -- o--.-
'And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The message B
mighty God, the everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace" AS mUCh fof(Isa. 9:6). One sermon could be on the Old Testament prophe-
cies of His birth, of the tribe of Judah, with a virgrn mother,
in the town of Bethlehem, in the fullness of time. One sermon
could tell of the wise men from the East, their faith in the
promises of the Scripture in Daniel about the Prince, the King
of the Jews, their following the Scripture and the star, their
one who
reads these
words today
as for the
gifts of gold and_ frankincense and myrrh. One sermon could ShephefdSbe on the inn, where there was no room for Mary and Joseph . ,- 
-.',- -- -;,--: 
,
And there is enough material for many other sermons. But In tne IrclO
I want to write to you about the angels and their message to that StAffy
the shepherds in the fields and the blessed tidings of great jo'
that a saviour was born. Christmas
At the top of every Christmas tree, tradition says, there night!
should be a large star or a bright shining angel. And in the minds
of many, nothing will do but an angel. For the angels had so
much to do with the birth of Christ and the Christmas story.
A beautifully pictured angel seems to bring back some of the
awe and mystery and miracle and joy of the first Christmas when
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea.
How fitting that angels should gladly announce the coming
of the Saviour. Do not ever make the mistake of thinking that
this earth and its population are but an incident in the thoughts
of God and the angels. Far from it! Scientists tell us that the
by John R. Rice
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earth is only one of the planets revolv-
ing around our sun, and that the earth
is but a tiny pinpoint compared with the
millions of suns, in countless galaxies of
the heavens. But one soul is worth more
than a solar system with its sun and
planets and moons. The Bible plainly tells
us that the sun is made to give light to
the earth in the day, and the moon and
stars to give light by night. The starry
heavens, with their infinite masses
and spaces, are incidental compared with
this earth, relatively so much smaller.
For on this earth God saw fit to put a race
of people made in His likeness, a race
now fallen but infinitely loved. And the
saving of human beings and the keeping
story to the shepherds, "there was with
the angel a multitude of the hearcnly host
praising God, and saying, Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men" (Luke 2:]j]-14). Every
angel in heaven wanted to have a part in
the news of Christ's birth.
The message is "to all people."
The message the angel gave to the lowly
shepherds is the same message God
has for all society. "God so loved the
world," the whole wide world, every one
of the billions of souls ever born in the
world, that He gave Jesus to be born at
Bethlehem and to die at Calvary.
Here is the Great Commission i  the
and blessing of those saved.is the J1SUS Himself iSgreatest business that even God Himself
in heaven, and Christ the Son-, and the GOd'S ChfiStmAS gift,
Holy Spirit, and all the angels of God, can
o."upy themserves *idi up il;;;; And He bringS with
their attention is centered orimarilv on - t, I -.
earth. The angels hare the loving iom- Hlm lOfgll'eness
i3i:'?il,?if;H'Jj:ilTffifi"'lifi'"#$ and peace of mind,
over one sinner that':1",.*:,1_::: and sure hope ofthan over ninety and nine just persons,
which need no repentance" (Luke 15:7). etefnal hleSSedneSS
How the angels delight to see sinners
converted! And how lovingly they hefeaftef,
minister to the saved!
With these things in mind, it is easy announcement of the angel in the field near
to see that when Jesus came to earth to Betllehem, just as true as Jesus gave it
work out the redemption of sinners, it to the disciples after His Resurrection. We
was the one matter nearest o the heart have a message to tell to the nations, and
of every angel of God. no Christian has done his duty until he
What a stir in heaven! Long ago, in does all he can to see that the last creature
the tents of Abraham, the servants must on earth hean the gospel. The angel's
have hlked much about the hope for the message is as much for one who reads
return of Eliezer who had gone to receive these words today as for the shepherds
a bride for Isaac. How gladly they wel- in the field that starry Christmas night!
comed the lovely Rebekah to the tent of The Sariour wants to be your Sariour. He
the lamented Sarah! So in heaven, when wants the joy to be your joy.
Jesus was born on earth, all the angels Jesus came as a Saviour for
of God knew that He had come to pur- sinners. The angel said, "Unto you is
chase Himself a bride, to redeem for born this day in the city of. Davrd a
Himself a people for His own endless Sauiour"!
praise and glory. Perhaps when an angel Jesus did not come as a teacher,
of the lord told7.acha,ias thatJohn was though He often taught the people and
to be born and then the Saviour, every "he spake as never man spake." The
angel in heaven wanted to have some part world has other teachers, even other
in telling men the great news. When the teachers ent from God, like the holy men
angel Gabriel came back to report his who wrote the Scripture, and all of God's
conversation with Mary and an angel prophets. But Jesus did not come as a
reported his comforting revelation to teacher. He came as a Saviour. In
Joseph, all heaven was in a hubbub, a flut- 1 Timothy 1:15 the apostle Paul, by divine
ter of joy! I can imagine that every angel inspiration, writes, "This is a faithf,rl say-
of God pleaded: "I€t me go! I*t me tell ing, and worttry of all acceptation, that
it, or sing it, or only let me shine, but oh, Christ Jesus came into the world to sare
let me have a part in telling it!" Perhaps sinners; of whom I am chief." And Jesus
that is why when the one angel told his Himself said, "The Son of man is come
to seek and to sare that which was lost"
(hke 19:10).
Jesus said plainly that God's love gift
to the world was in order "that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish but have
everlasting life." Jesus did not come as a
teacher, a philosopher, but to sare people
from their sins. When Nicodemus came
to Jesus by night and said, "Rabbi, we
know that thou art a teacher come from
God," Jesus abruptly answered, "Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God" 0ohn 3:2-3). What Nicodemus
needed was not a teacher but a Sariour.
He did not need a pattern; he needed a
Redeemer.
Jesus did not come to civilize the
world, to change society as a whole, to
stop wars and crime and poverty. The
Modernists who leave off revivals, who
stop having supernatural conversions,
and talk piously of the church "bringing
in the kingdom of God," have utterly
missed the point of the gospel, the point
of Jesus' coming. Jesus came to save
individual sinners from hell. He came to
make black hearts white in the blood,
came to give new life to those dead in
trespasses and sins. Joseph was told by
the angel, "Thou shalt call his name
Jesus: for he shall save his people from
their sins" (Matt. 1:21). Zacharias, filled
with the Holy Spirit and with the baby
John in his arms, prophesied, "And thou,
child, shalt be called the prophet of the
Highest: for thou shalt go before the face
of the Inrd to prepare his ways; to give
knowledge of salvation unto his people
by the remission of their sins" (Luke
I:76:77). The angel announced to the
shepherds, and we should always empha-
size his message, that "unto you is
born . . .aSav iour . "
Jesus Christ and Christianity have
been the greatest influence for civili-
zation in all the world. Regenerated
Christian hearts live as unsaved men
cannot live. Men who are born again,
saved by the blood of Christ, have
done all the best of the world's literature,
and art, and culture. Genuine Bible-
believing Christianity has mothered
education, has sent missionaries around
the world to civilize while they preach
the gospel. Bible-believing Christianity
as held by saved, forgiven, born-again
sinners, has founded orphanages and
hospitals, has sponsored peace move-
ments, taught the protection of the
weak and the care of the helpless,
and has earnestly and powerfully
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preached moral righteousness. But the
first and most important thing that Jesus
does for anybody is to save his soul, for-
giving his sins and changing his heart.
Remember, all the changes made in
human society by Christianity and the
gospel were made by the old, old gospel,
not by the modern so-called social gospel
of unbelievers and infidels who reject the
deity of Christ and the inspiration of the
Bible. Modernists ave no drunken bums
on the Bowery in New York City. They
cannot change indMduals from sinners to
saints. Modernists do not change society,
because they do not change the human
heart. These unbelievers in the church
have only the carnal mind which is
enmity against God and cannot be sub-
ject to the law of God because of spiritual
blindness. That is wlry they try to change
men without regeneration. That is why
they try to change society without chang-
ing men.
The name of Jesus means Saviour,
and Jesus came to save. No one really
has Jesus until he has Him as a Saviour
in his own heart and has his own sins for-
given and his soul saved.
The most important thing for each
reader this Christmastime is that he
make sure that he has come to Jesus as
a poor lost sinner needing saving and that
by faith he has accepted and received
Jesus into his own heart as the Forgiver
ofhis sins, the Pardoner ofhis transgres-
sions, the Saviour of his soul.
The Child born is Christ the
Lord, God Incarnate. The babyJesus
was not like other babies in one respect.
This baby is God come in human form!
Here is the Creator of the world wrapped
in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger! For the angel took pains to say
that this Saviour born in the city of David
"is Christ the Lord." Jesus is the Christ
of the Old Testament, foretold as the
anointed One (Messiah) of the second
Psalm. He is the Seed of the woman that
should bruise the serpent's head, of
Genesis 3:15. He is the Prophet like unto
Moses of Deuteronomy 18:15. He is the
suffering Servant of Isaiah 53, on whom
the lnrd has laid all our iniquities and by
whose stripes we are healed. He is the
Iamb that Abraham said God would pro-
vide himself or a "burnt offering" (Gen.
22 :$ .
In fact Christ is the object pictured
in all the sacrifices: the lamb. the ram.
the scapegoat, the red heifer, the bul-
lock, the turtledove, the pigeon. The
blood of all the bulls and goats pictured
the tamb of God which should take away
the sin of the world. Jesus is the High
Priest pictured by Melchisedec, the king
of Salem. Jesus is the Son given, upon
whose shoulders shall rest the govern-
ment of the world when David's throne
is restored atJerusalem. I say, the baby
Jesus was not born as are other babies.
He had no human father. For the angel
had said unto Mary "The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of
the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall
be born of thee shall be called the Son
of God" (Luke 1:35). And the angel said
unto Joseph, "Joseph, thou son of David,
The most important
thing for each reader
this Christmastime
is that he has received
Jesus into his own
their hearts had knelt to Jesus. I think
their wills had surrendered to Him. I
think they had taken Him into the throne
room of their hearts to be Lord of their
lives. And that is what I hope every
reader will do this Christmastime. l.et
Jesus sit with you at the Christmas feast;
yes, let Him be verily the head of the
house. kt Jesus preside at the Christ-
mas tree and make sure that every grft
and every carol and all the fellowship is
subject o His approlzl and controlled by
His will. I wish my knees could bow in
that lowly stable before the manger
today! I long to give myself anew to the
Inrd Christ who came that happy night.
kt us not only trust Jesus as Saviour,
but let us surrender to Him and exalt
Him as Inrd and Master, as Christ and
God. Have thy blessed way with our
hearts, O Christ Jesus, this Christ-
mastime and forever!
It was wonderful news that the
Saviour was born in Bettrlehem. But the
angel gave specific instructions as to how
they should find and know the baby
heart a s t h e Forgiver of {,::,T' ;tX1#i:,?1,4, }"".f, 
"i fl0"fr3his sins, the Pardoner
of his transgressions,
the Saviour of his soul,
fear not to hke unto thee Mary thy wife:
for that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forttr
a son, and thou shalt call his name
Jesus: for he shall save his people from
their sins" (Matt.l:20-21). And we are
told that all this was done that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet Isaiah, chapter 7, verse 14, say-
ing, "Behold, a virgin shall be with child,
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall
call his name Emmanuel, which being in-
terpreted is, God with us" (Matt. 1:23).
And we may be sure that when the
shepherds gazed into the baby face of
Jesus they looked with awe. Doubtless
they knelt and worshiped Him as did the
wise men. For He is Immanuel, God
with us, Christ the Lord. There is no real
Christmas for anyone who does not
admit thatJesus is God and who does not
bow to Him as Inrd.
I believe that the shepherds went
away after perfect surrender of hearts to
this message, this Christ, this [,ord.
They ignored their defenseless flocks in
the field to tell the Good News. I think
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lytng in a manger" (Itke2:12). And sure
enough, "They came with haste, and
found Mary and Joseph, and the babe
lying in a manger" (Luke 2:16). What a
pity to hear aboutJesus and never know
Him as your Saviour! How sad these
shepherds would have been in afterlife if
they had not come to see for themselves
the babe in the manger of whom the
angel had told them.
Well, it is Christmastime and in many
ways that is the happiest time in the
world to accept Christ as your own
Saviour. He is God's "unspeakable gift,"
given to a sinning, dying, world, given to
you. It is not good manners to reject a
Christmas gift. When a gift has cost love
and care and great expense, it would be
a callous heart indeed that would refuse
it and break the loving heart of the giver.
But God offers you His own son. God let
Him die on the cross for your sin. Jesus
Himself is God's Christmas gift, and He
brings with Him forgiveness and peace
of mind, and a new life within and the
great and sure hope of eternal blessed-
ness hereafter. Everlasting life is yours
as a free grft if you will take it today.
I Adapted from Irnmanuel "God nith
Us" by John R. Rice. Copyright 1950 by
John R. Rice. Used by permission of
Mrs. John R. Rice.
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A TRUE STORY
dull awareness in the back of her mind proddedJanice to awaken
and drowsily wonder why she was sleeping on her mother's
couch. The Christmas tree lights twinkled over the room, and
suddenly the emotions of the past night swept over her in a
flood. Soul-searing soro\ry. Indescribable joy. Incredible alone-
ness. A quivering wonder that ached for an explanation of why
her husband had been brutally murdered on Christmas Eve!
This Christmas season had been like many others they had
spent together. The only misfortunes during what was shaping
up to be a perfect holiday were a coworker's bout with the flu and
the death of daughter Christie's pet rabbit on December 23rd.
Glenn and Christie had buried the rabbit, and later that night,
thinking about death, Glenn had asked his wife what she would
do if he were to die. "I want you to go on living," he told her.
"Yes, but honey, what would happen to you if you died?"
his wife queried.
"Oh, I know I'm hell-bound," he answered. I'm going to
bust the gates of hell wide open."
"You can change that, you know."
"Now, honey," he said, iising and changing the subject,
"don't preach me no sermon."
Glenn West was as good a man as you could meet. Janice
had been attrzcted to him in high school, but her strict daddy
had forbidden her to date him. Five years after high school the
two were reacquainted, became best friends, and fell in love.
Glenn West never met a stmnger. Once he found a drunk on
the highway and stayed with him for nearly an hour while Janice
went for the sheriff. "I have to lock him up," the sheriff said flatly.
"Don't lock him up," said Glenn. "I'll take him home." Glenn
got the man's address from the sheriff, wrapped his own coat
around the drunk, put him in his car, and gave the man a ride
home.
by Angela Elwell Hunt
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"Please donT
die on me"
she begged,
as tears
sprung to
her eyes,
"I @n't live
without votr]'

On December 24,1987, Glenn West
had filled in for a coworker with the flu
and worked a double sffi at the gas
station with only a one-hour break for
some last-minute Christmas shopping.
His quick trip to the mall had included
a special present-a large-print Bible for
the coworker who had agreed to fill in
for an hour. The coworker's wife had re-
cently remarked to Glenn that her eyes
were getting so bad she could not even
manage reading her Bible. She would
never expect a large-print Bible from
Glenn West.
After giving the Bible to his fiend
and cheerfully wishing him and his wife
a "Mer4r Christmas," Glenn settled
back in his favorite chair in the office and
hummed a Christmas carol. Soon he
would be home with his family, but for
now he loved being at the gas station.
There was something about a gas
station-friendly visitors, regular cus-
tomers, being able to help. Glenn often
joked that if he were ever to divorce his
wife he would marry the gas station. He
loved the business and dreamed of own-
ing his own place.
Shortly before 8 p.m. Glenn decided
to close up. He called his wife and daugh-
ter at a friend's house. "Sure, we'll pick
you up after I stop at my mother's for
some wrapping paper," Janice told him.
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"See you in a few minutes."
As Glenn West hung up the phone he
noticed a yellow van once again circling
the station, as it had several times in the
past few hours. He could see several
men inside. An eerie feeling came over
him when the van stopped outside in the
darkness.
A teenager got out of the van and
came into the office. The others waited
outside. The boy had a gun.
"Give me all the money and open the
safe," he commanded.
Glenn reached into the cash drawer
and removed the $45 inside. "I can't
open the safe," he said simply. "This is
a company station. I don't even know
how to open the safe."
"You'd better open it or I'm going to
kill you," the young man countered.
Glenn raised his eyebrows. "Please
don't shoot me. You have to believe me.
I don't even know how to open the safe."
The boy paused a moment and fired
the gun. Glenn went down. A man
hollered from the naiting \an, "Get outa
there!" The boy jumped into the lan
with the others, and they sped off into
the cold Virginia night.
A Christmas carol played on the radio.
Janice West was entering the main
highway when the police car sped by with
its siren blaring. "Isn't that terrible,"
whispered her daughter. "On Christmas
Eve."
They pulled onto the highway and
stared in disbelief as the police car pulled
into the gas station where Glenn West
waited for them. A rescue truck had
already arrived, and the paramedics
blocked the door when a hysterical Janice
tried to enter. She left the door and went
to the side window and saw her husband
on the floor, his shirt off, and the para-
medics working over him. "Oh, dear
God, please don't let this be happening,"
she prayed. "My husband has been
shot."
A policeman came over and tried to
comfort her. "He looks pretty good. He's
talking. He was able to call us himseH."
The paramedics would not let her
ride in the ambulance. but a fire chief
took Janice and Christie to the hospital.
Other family members were already
there when they arrived. The doctor told
them, "He's awake, alert, and talking.
Janice, you can see him if you want to."
She walked into the emergency room
and saw Glenn lying on the stretcher
with his head turned away. "Hey, tough
guy," she whispered, "how's it going?"
He looked at her. "Honey, please say
a little prayer for me."
"Honey, I've been on my knees since
I first saw you," she answered. "Maybe
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the [,ord's trying to tell you something."
"He has already told me. You go on
the best you can."
"Please don't die on me," she
begged, as tears sprung to her eyes. "l
can't live without you."
His eyes searched her face. "You've
got to do the best you can.
"l'm in pain." A sympathetic nurse
promised he would be in surgery shortly.
At the foot of his bed, Janice reached out
and touched his foot. It was cold.
Glenn West looked at the wife who
had been praying for his salvation for 10
years, and quietly asked, "Why did this
happen to me? I've never done anything
to hurt anybody."
She swallowed her tears and replied
firrnly, "God has His reasons, I'm sure."
Glenn asked for a minister, and within
five minutes David Rowland, a friend of
the family, was by his bedside. 'At a time
like this," he began, "I get right to the
point. This is not a time for conversalion.
Glenn, are you saved?"
"No," Glenn answered through his
pain, "but I want to be." Rowland told
Glenn how Jesus Christ had died for his
sins. Glenn nodded that he believed and
prayed to receive Christ as Saviour.
Glenn's eyes opened wide in a loving
expression his wife had never seen there
before. He turned to the attending nurse
and he, an undemonstrative man, said
simply, "l love you." He turned to
Rowland and said, "I love you."
Rowland took Janice's hand and said,
"Whatever happens, Glenn will now go
to heaven. He knows this, too. Don't you
Glenn?"
Glenn nodded from his bed. "I
know." He looked at his wife. "I love you
so much," he said.
'And I love you," she answered. "I
can't face life without you. You've been
my rock for so long."
A police investigator came in and
spoke briefly to Glenn about the crime
and the men involved. After he left,
Glenn turned again to his wife and told
her what her Christmas presents were
and where she could find them. "Merry
Chnstmas, honey," he whispered.
"Honey," she intemrpted, abrupt
and matter-of-fact, "we're not going to
have Christmas or open presents until
you're well and out of here. We'll just
postpone everything."
Glenn's eyes filled with tears. "l
won't see Christmas."
"Don't talk like that."
"I love you."
The operating team arrived to take
him to surgery. Janice leaned against the
wall for support. As the stretcher
rounded the corner out of sight, she
called, "l love you, T:bear."
"I love you too, ironey." They were
the last words she heard from her
husband.
Glenn West entered surgery at 8:50
p.m. and came out at 1:30 Christmas
morning. The doctors reported that their
patient was in critical condition, but
doing fairly well. The family, pacing ner-
vously in the waiting room, relaxed a bit.
Ten minutes later they heard a "code
blue" sound from the postsurgical unit.
The doctor who came out of the ward
would not look at Janice.
Another surgeon approached her.
"His blood pressure has dropped. He
has lost 16 pints of blood. We're waiting
to see if his body will accept frozen
plasma. You can go back to see him."
Janice went back and saw her hus-
band stretched out and strapped to
machines that clicked, beeped, and
recorded elusive traces of life. "Lord,"
she prayed, "I have to know Glenn hears
what I say."
She bent down over his still form and
clutched his upturned hand. "I love you.
I can't live without you. We love you. God
loves you. You're saved now and you can
live a different life."
She paused to control her thoughts
continued on page 38
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roll out of bed at 5:30 on Christmas morning, letting Pearl
snatch a few extra minutes of sleep for a change. The gray
sky will soon surrender to the pinks and yellows of the dawn.
Family tradition calls for me to prepare breakfast on Christ-
mas Day. In robe and slippers I trudge into the kitchen to
begrn mixing the batter for the whole wheat pecan waffles we'll
have.
Soon freshly ground coffee is perking; a pitcher of chilled
orange juice made with spring water rests on the counter; pork
sausages izzlen the frying pan on the stove; wafles are crisp-
ing in the waffle iron. The aromas waft through the house, stir- a packAge
under God's
Christmas
toymg with the unwrapped train set under the tree. Our l-year- tfee, Wnpped
old grandbaby still sleeps.
"Time for breakfast!" I call from the kitchen. Then Pearl, SpeCially fOr
Salvation is
ring the six sleepyheads to activity. The back door opens and
in walk our oldest daughter and her husband who live nearby.
Our 2-year-old grandson bounds out of the bedroom to begin
who by this time has joined me, begins serving platters of
waffles covered with blueberries and piled high with sausages.
We eat in shifts, and stack the dirty dishes in the sink. There
will be time for such mundane things as dish-washing later.
Besides, the kids can't wait to get to the presents!
Our other daughter and her husband arrive, and it is finally
time to gather 'round the twinkling tree. Grandson Ian fidgets
in his Aunt Julea's lap, while his baby brother, Andrew, now
awake, scoots around in his walker, oblivious to the reasons
behind the excitement. Grandpa (that's me) sits in his rocker
with his Bible open to Luke chapter 2, and begins to speak.
"We need to remember, in the midst of these packages, why
we are here. I.et me read you the story of the first Christmas."
I open the Bible and read the familiar account.
And it came to pass in those da.ys, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Arqustus, that all the world shouldbe taxed. (And
this tnxing was fi,rst madc when Cyrenius was goaen or of Syria.)
by Don Anderson
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And all went to be taxed, eaery one into
his awn city. And Jose[h also wenl uP from
Galilee, out of the city of Namreth, into
Judaea, unto the city of Dauid, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he uas of the
house and lineage of Dauid:) to be taxed
with Mary his esPoused wife, being great
with child.
And so it was, that, while. they were
there, the darys were accomplishzd that she
should be deliuered. And she broryht forth
her firstbom son, and wrapfod him in
suadd.Iing clothes, and Laid him in a
mnnger; because there was no room for
them in thc inn.
Anl there were in the same country
shephuds abilling in tlu fu\d. hnePing watth
ouer their flock by nght. And, lo, the angel
of the l-ord came otfon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about them; anl.
they were sore afra'id.
Attd tfu angel said urta tfum, Fear rnt:
for behold, I bring 2vu. good tidings of greatjoy, which shnll be tn all people. For unto
you is bom this dny in the cily of Daai.d a
Sauiour which is Christ the l-ord. And this
shnll be a sign untn W; Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in
a mIIlEer.
Anl. vddenly tlure was with tlw angel a
multitude of tlu henamly lnst praising God,
and saying, Glory tn God in the highest and.
on earth peace, good will toward men.
As the Andersons continue through
their Christmas morning activities I would
like to share a few thoughts with you. I
sincerely hope you fully comprehend the
sigrrificance of that first Christmas. The
humble birth in the simple stable was
absolutely vital to our eternal well-being.
God had no choice but to intervene
in human history to retrieve the relation-
ship with man, His creature, which had
been lost in the Garden of Eden. The
mission of reconciliation begun in Beth-
lehem was accomplished at the Cross of
Calvary. God is now free to offer you the
gift of salvation, because His require-
ments of justice and holiness have been
fully satisfied by the death and Resurrec-
tion of His Son.
Salvation is a package under God's
Christmas tree, wrapped specially foryou.
Your name is on the tag. I-et me tell you
how to take the gift and make it your own.
The Reason for Christmas: Sin.
The reason for Christmas is the sin of
man. Man's sinfirl nature separates him
from a relationship with a righteous and
completely holy God. Try and try as we
may, we cannot, under our own human
power, become totally free of sin in our
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thoughts and actions. It is impossible.
According to the Bible, sin infects
every man and woman (except the God-
man, Jesus Christ). In the words of
Romans 3:23, "For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God."
Sin infiltrates our lives and carries with
it an awesome penalty: death-eternal
separation from a perfect, holy, just God.
hul writes in Romans 5:12, "Wherefore,
as by one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned."
Yet because God loves us, there is
hope for escaping the penalty of our dis-
obedience. This hope is found in Jesus
response, He longs
for you to turn to Him
in faith and receive
the gift of Christ,
Christ. Rornans 6:23 puts it this way. "For
the wages of sin is death; but the gift of
God is eternal ife through Jesus Christ our
Irrd."
The Remedy of Christmas: The
Sacrifice. The remedy for man's problem
of sin is found in a sacrifice, specifically ttre
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross of
Cahzry.
Under the Jewish legal and religious
system, animals were slain, their blood
shed, their carcasses offered upon the
altar in acts of atonement for man's sin.
Yet after the Resurrection of Christ, such
forms of sacrifice became invalid, because
a far greater sacrifice had been put to
death at Calvary. Hebrews 10:4 tells us,
"For it is not possible that the blood of
bulls and of goats should take away sins."
Instead, Jesus Christ carried the
weight of our sins to the Cross. He was
slain, His blood shed, so that He might pay
the penalty of our disobedience, our re-
bellion, our selfishness, our sin. Christ
functioned as the lamb of sacrifice on our
behalf. As John. the Baptist proclaimed
when Jesus approached, "Behold the
lamb of God, which taketh away the sin
of the world" 0ohn 1:29).
Isaiah 53:5, speaking prophetically of
the Messiah, Jesus Christ, says, "But he
was wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastise-
ment of our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed."
Romans 5:8 states, "But God com-
mendeth his love toward us, in that while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."
Hebrews 10:10 says Christians have
been "sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all."
And 1 Peter 1:E-19 reminds belevers
that they "were not redeemed with cor-
ruptible things, as silver and gold . . . but
with the precious blood of Christ, as of
a lamb without blemish and without
spot,"
The Result of Christmas: Salva-
tion. The ultimate result of Christmas
is that salvation is made available through
this sacrifice of Christ, necessitated be-
as a gift, through faith in the [.ord Jesus.
John 3:16 says, "For God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten son,
that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life."
Ephesians 2:8-9 puts it this way. "For
by grace are ye saved through frith; and
that not of younelves: it is the gift of
God."
God is waiting for your response. He
longs for you to turn to Him in faith and
receive the gft of Ckist. Second Peter 3:9
states, "The lord is not slack concerning
his promise, as some men count slack-
ness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance."
The gift is ready. Anyone who comes
may grasp it. It is a universal offer wherefu
we may be forgiven our sins and declared
perfectly, perpetually righteous in God's
sight. It is the only passport o heaven.
It is the sole means by which we can ex-
perience fellowship with God now and
forevermore.
Revelation 22:17 says,'And the Spirit
and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely."
Have you done that? Have you made
that decision for Christ? It is an open in-
vitation. Remember that Jesus Himself
says in Revelation 3:20, "Behold, I stand
at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come
in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me."
He is ready and waiting. It isyour move.
I Mapted fuom A Gifi Too Wonfurful for
Words,by Don Anderson. Copytight 1987,
Laiz,eaux Brothers, Neptune, New Jeney.
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by Bernard R. DeRemer
he kke Shore and Michigan Southern Railway's
Paciftc Express plowed bravely on through snow-
drifts into the darkness, but kept losing time in
spite of its doubleheader. A howling gale off
Lake Erie, driving a blinding blazafi before it, had raged fiercely
all day. Now the train was running three
hours late.
!*. 7:28 p.m., December 29, 1876, the
Chicago-bound tain was nearing Ashtabula,
Ohio, but eternity was the immediate des-
tination for nearly a hundred passengers.
The tmin crawled across the Ashtabula
River bridge. Suddenly came an ominous
crackling, when the engineer felt the
bridge beginning to sink under him.
Instinctively, he opened the throttle wide,
and the lead engine leapt forward to safety.
But the coupling broke, and the entire
bridge gave way with a series of tremen-
dous crashes, plunging the second
little interest
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victims, and shouts of rescuers, a powerful bass voice rang out.
Jesus, Louer of my soul, Izt me to Thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll, While the tempest still is hrgh;
Hide me, O rry Sauiour hide, Till the storm of life is past;
Safe into the hauen gu'i.de, O receiue my soul at last.
Hardened hearers were transfixed
by such a message at that awfirl scene,
and flickering lights caught many a tear-
dimmed eye. P.P. Bliss, the "Sweet
Singer," was giving his final testimony
in song. Through the first stanza,
then the second, and halfway
through the third his voice clearly
rang. Then, with a choking gasp,
it was silenced.
Bliss and his wife were among
the 83 people who lost their lives
in the famous Ashtabula disaster.
Their remains, along with those
of 17 unidentified passengers,
4
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locomotive and all 11 cars into the 7O-foot chasm.
A moment of stunned silence preceded screams and pan-
demonium. Cars were piled in a V-shaped tumble from one
bank to the other-dead, dying, and injured sprawled every-
where. The engineer clanged his bell and blew his whistle
furiously to sound the alarm, then scrambled own the slope
and began pulling victims from the debris of the wreck and
the ice of the river.
Almost immediately fire broke out from overturned stoves
and lamps. Vicious flames, fed by dry varnished wood and
fanned by the icy gale, licked up the ruins like tinder.
By now volunteer Ashtabula firemen and others were
arriving on the scene. Their fizntic efforts to put out the nging
inferno were terribly handicapped by the difficulty of getting
down the slope, the deep snow and fierce wind, and prob-
ably an overwhelming sense of futility at the fearful calamity.
But above the roar of wind and flames. screams of the
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were buried in the Chestnut Grove Cemetery of
fuhtabula. Of 159 passengers and crew members,
only 8 escaped injury.
Just the night before, Bliss and his wife had said
good-bye to relatives and friends in Rome, Penn-
sylmnia, leaving their two little boys in the custody
of the boys' grandparents. Bliss was on his way
to assist D.L. Moody in his first large Chicago
campaign, and he was to have sung that Sunday.
Music was the life of P.P. Bliss, who used
to say, "My heart is so drawn that I take little
interest in anything else than in writing or
singrng." At 38, he had composed "The Light i
of the World Is Jesus," "Wonderful Words of
Lrte," "I.et the lower Lights Be Burning,"
"It Is Well with My Soul," and many others
widely used today.
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At the time of the Bliss centennial in
1938, The Christian declared, "It is to
him more than to any more, except
perhaps FannyJ. Crosby, that we owe the
type of gospel song which came into
vogue in the Moody and Sankey missions
and other evangelistic ampaigns of the
latter half of the nineteenth century and
which still holds its own so widely."
What a far cry from the time when an
overgrown, barefoot l0-year-old boy first
heard a piano. Passing by a house, young
P.P. Bliss was so entranced by the
sweetest music he had ever heard that
he barged inside, and found a young
woman playing a piano in the parlor.
When she stopped he exclaimed eagerly,
"Oh, lady, please play some more!"
Surprised and startled, she promptly
ordered him out.
Philip Paul Bliss was born July 9,
1838, in Clearfield County, Pennsyhania.
Earliest memories of his log-cabin home
included his father's singing, praying, and
Bible-reading. Saved at a very early age,
he could never recall the exact date of
his conversion; his first public profession
was at 12, in a revival meeting.
Early schooling was limited by pioneer
conditions. At 11 he went to work on a
farm away from home. Later he cooked
in a lumber camp, worked in a sawmill,
and taught school. One of his first stu-
dents was D.B. Towner, later a famous
composer and teache5 and an early
director of music at Moody Bible Insti-
tute in Chicago.
From Towner's father Bliss received
his earliest systematic musical instruc-
tion. His first musical convention, at
Rome, Pennsylvania, greatly stimulated
his growing passion in this field.
Following his marriage in 1859 to
Lucy Young, Bliss worked on his father-
in-law's farm for $ti a month. That
winter he began teaching singing in
schools at$2 a night. But the more he
learned of music, the more he realized-
and sought to overcome-his lack of
tmining. A $30 gift from his wife's grand-
mother made possible six weeks in a
normal academy of music at Geneseo,
New York.
Bliss's next big break was an invita-
tion to join the Chicago firm of Root and
Cady. For several years he held musical
conventions and gave concerts and pri-
vate instruction, as well as composing
more and more songs. His success tory
reads almost like Horatio Alger. At one
time his diary reveals that he had "plenty
of convention engagements at $100 for
four days." Indeed, the barefoot boy en-
tranced at the sound of a piano had come
a long, long way.
Meanwhile, he was also serving as
Sunday school superintendent and choir
leader of the First Congregational Church
in Chicago, where he would often stop
in the middle of a song and tearfully
"urge every heart to immediate decision
on the Lord's side." E.P. Goodwin, pas-
tor, recalled, 'As Mr. Bliss stood in the
choir gallery, partly facing the singers,
right in front of him in the center of the
eastern window was a large crimson
cross. Many times during rehearsals he
would point to it, saying, 'I am glad we
have the Cross always before us. kt us
forget everything else when we sing. kt
us seek to have the people lose sight of
us, our efforts, our skill, and think only
of Him who died thereon, and of the
peace, comfort, strength, and joy He
gives them that trust Him.' "
Bliss's most important contact in
Chicago was a dynamic young lay evan-
gelist and former shoe salesman, D.L.
Moody. They met for the first time during
Moody's services in Wood's Museum.
Bliss's singing in the audience attracted
the evangelist's attention, and after the
service he sought out Bliss. From then
on they were frequently together in
meetings.
In 1873 and 1874 Moody bombarded
Bliss with letters from the British Isles
(where Moody and Sankey were engaged
in their historic first great campaign),
urging him to give up business. "If you
haven't got faith of your own in this mat-
ter, start out on my taith. launch out into
the deep," Moody implored. Meanwhile
he was similarly plying Major D.W Whittle,
a Civil War veteran and business manager
of the Elgin Watch Company. An "ex-
perimental" series of meetings in
Waukegan brought such response and
blessing that both surrendered their
business careers for a new partnership,
Whittle as preacher and Bliss as singer
and children's worker, ffilling his desire
to give "all my time, voice, and heart to
the cause of Christ direct."
What a wealth of fruitful activity Bliss
packed into less than three years of full-
time Christian work! He composed many
more numbers, compiled hymnbooks,
held meetings firom Wisconsin to Alabama,
wrote letters, dealt with individuals, wit-
nessed powerfully for the Inrd.
On one occasion Bliss heard a
preacher named Brundage close a ser-
mon with, "He who is almost persuaded
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is almost saved, but to be almost saved is
to be entirely lost." The thought impelled
Bliss to pen "Almost Persuaded," one of
the most effective of all invitation trymns.
In 1870 at a Rockford, Illinois, Sun-
day school corvention, Major Whittle told
the thrilling story of the besieged brigade
of 1,500 Union soldiers, surrounded by
6,000 Confederates, just before Sher-
man's famous march to the sea. The
defenders were driven into a small fort
on a hill near Atlanta, when suddenly an
officer caught sight of a flag signaling
from a mountaintop 20 miles away-
"Hold the fort; I am coming. WT.
Sherman."
Cheers went up, and the outnum-
bered garrison held on for three hours
under murderous fire, until Sherman's
arriving advance guard forced a Con-
federate retreat.
Realizing that the Christian's great
Commander is likewise coming to his aid,
Bliss was inspired to write one of his
most famous songs.
Ho, my comrades! see the signal,
Wauing in the sky!
Reinforcements now appeaing,
Victory is nrgh.
"Hold the fort, for I am coming,"
Jesus signals still;
Waue the ansuer back to heaaen,
"By Tlty grace we will."
F.W. Root described Bliss's mar-
velous voice as ranging from "D flat be-
low to A flat above, the quality being
strong and agreeable throughout and one
vowel as good as another. He would have
made name and fortune on the dramatic
stage had he chosen that profession and
studied a more scientific class of music
than that in which he chose to work."
Shortly before his death Bliss held
meetings in Jackson, Michigan, including
services for 800 state prison inmates.
His tender, eloquent appeal was greafly
used of the lnrd, and hard-hearted men
melted like wax. When he sang:
"Man of Sorrows!" what a name,
For the Son of God who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim!
Hallelujah! what a Sauiour!two-thirds of
the men seemed to come under deep
conviction.
News of Bliss's tragic death stunned
the Christian world. When D.L. Moody
stepped onto the Thbernacle platform in
Chicago the following Sunday, where
Bliss was to have sung, his first words
were, "Know ye not that there is a
prince and a great man fallen this day in
Israel?" Almost unable to speak, he
called for a period of silent prayer, dur-
ing which sobs were heard throughout
the building.
Iater, Moody declared that Bliss had
been "raised up of God to write hymns
for the church of Christ in this age, as
Charles Wesley was in his day."
Many memorial services were held.
Moody presided at the unveiling in July
1877, of.the magnificent Bliss cenotaph in
Rome, Pennsylvania. Thousands attended
the service, at which A.T Pierson brought
the principal address.
Of some 80 numbers that Bliss wrote
(words, music, or both), perhaps none
could have been more prophetic of the
fuhtabula disaster closing his eartlrly pil-
grimage than his last song, beginning:
I know not what awaits me,
God kindly aeils mine eyes.
I Bernard R. DeRemer is a free-
lance writer in West Liberty, Ohio.
Adapted from Sunday Digest. Used by
permission of David C. Cook Publishing
Company, Elgin, Illinois.
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Beloved Physician of Baltimore
t .
/ , pmk rose always
/ | adorned the lapel of
Lr- Dr. HowardA. Kelly.
He kept it fresh by inserting
its stem into a small water-
filled vial pinned out of sight.
To remarks on its beauty, he
would respond, "This is a
Christian rose" (turning over
the lapel) "with hidden
sources of grace and life."
But his most powerful
testimony was the small blue
button on his other lapel,
containing only a question
mark. People he encoun-
tered would almost always
ask what it meant. "That,"
Kelly would reply, "asks,
'What is the most important
thing in life?' "
The questioner would
then guess. "Wealth?
Health? Happiness?"
"Oh, no," Kelly would
answer. "None of these.
The most important ques-
tion is, 'What think ye of
Christ?' "
In this way he witnessed
effectively to doctors, cabdrivers, and in-
numerable others, leading many of them
to accept Christ as Saviour.
Kelly was born in Camden, New
Jersey, in U58. After obtaining his degree
at the University of Pennsylvania Medical
School, and interning at Episcopal Hospi-
tal in Philadelphia, he founded Kensing-
ton Hospital in that city.
William H. Chisholm recalled that
Kelly's "private hospital was run like a
public institution where the poor as well
as the rich were welcomed. Poor patients
were frequently received, given treat-
ment, board, sometimes a ticket home,
and occasionally money in addition. His
by Bernard R. DeRemer
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fees were never excessive. At times
patients felt the bill was not large enough,
and they doubled, tripled, and even quad-
rupled the size of the check. The addi-
tional amount simply went into his charity
work."
At the incredibly young age of 31,
Kelly had attracted so much attention
that William Osler invited him to become
one of the founders of Johns Hopkins
Medical School in Baltimore. There he
was catapulted to world fame.
C. Jeff Miller declared, 'A large
amount of modern urology bears upon
work that he did many years ago. His
work in kidney surgery alone would
stamp him as one of the greatest authori-
ties in modern urology. . . His work in
E Howard A. Kelly,
i world-renowned
F ,
; pnysrcnn, was
E also a noted
h .
E sclenust, author,
fi political activist,
= and a founder of
Johns Hopkins
Medical School.
But soulwinning
was his passion,
physics and radium makes
him unquestionably the one
to receive credit for in-
troducing radium to the
medical profession."
Kelly wrote some 20
textbooks and 600 articles.
The Library of Congress
Card Catalog contains 35
entries under his name (in-
cluding larious editions),
mostly in gynecology, his
specialty, but including
treatises on appendicitis, Prohibition,
snakes of Maryland (a hobby of his), and
Walter Reed and yellow fever. Kelly was
a member or fellow of numerous medi-
cal and scientific societies in the United
States and abroad.
Miss Audrey Davis, who worked
closely with the distinguished physician
in his library for 20 years, testified that
"not once did he ever speak an irritable
word to me," but instead he "filled
every minute with the joy of living."
Yet his prodigious professional work
could not command all his time. Kelly
crusaded against vice and alcohol, at-
tempted to awaken a dormant public, was
branded a fanatic, and had his life threat-
ened by the underworld. But he kept
right on and eventually saw a number of
political reforms accomplished.
Kelly heard the great evangelists D.L.
Moody and In D. Sankey in.some of their
earliest U.S. campaigns. He was deeply
stirred at "Moody's simple, effective bib-
lical exhortations and Sankey's earnest
singingto the accompaniment ofhis organ.
Here too I first saw men moved to seek
salyation in the inquiry room."
Kelly's life was indeed saturated with
the Word of God. He would rise at 4:30
or earlier, study the Bible for an hour or
two, then have morning prayers with his
nurses. He often prayed with patients
before operating.
He actively supported Billy Sunday's
evangelistic efforts, and for many 
-years
taught a Bible class in Mount Vernon
Methodist Episcopal Church. He was
appointed a lay reader in the Episcopal
church, delivering sennons whenever he
was invited to substitute for his rector or
others. Sometimes he would lead YMCA
services at the local branch, close to the
waterfront, where sailon lived while
ashore. He was a member of the Home
Council of the China krland Mission (now
Overseas Missionary Fellowship).
His articles n Our Hope and other
publications blessed thousands every-
where. Sunday School Times announced
a series by Kelly-and gained more than
30,000 new subscribers.
In witnessing to cab drivers and
others, he would give an inquirer a "por-
tion of Scripture marked with blue pencil
to aid the man in study." On occasion he
recorded names and addresses for follow-
up and additional ministry.
Kelly was fond of saying, "The only
way you can keep your Christian faith is
to give it away. . . The only excuse I have
for insisting on breaking through the
reseryes of every man I meet is that Jesus
Christ died for him as well as for me, and
I want him to know it." Some, of course,
did not respond affirmatively to his con-
secrated personal witness, such as George
Bernard Shaw, and H.L. Mencken, two
of the most famous, powerful unbelieven
of their era. But the seed was sown and
the witness delivered (Ezek. 3:18-19).
The late C. Stacy Woods recalled
once riding with Kelly in downtown Bal-
timore. When the cab came to a red light,
Kelly asked the driver, "Sam, when you
get to the gate of heaven, will there be
a red light or a green light?"
"Well, sir, I hope it'll be green."
"Wouldn't you like to be certain?"
"I sure would."
With that the world-renowned gyne-
cologist and surgeon directed the driver
to "pull over to the curb, keep the meter
running, and we'll have a talk."
"The only excuse I have
for insisting on breaking
through the reserves
of every man I meet is
that Jesus Christ died for
him as well as for me,
and I want him to know it."
Quietly the scientist explained God's
wonderful way of salvation. After a time
ofprayer, the cabbie professed to receive
Christ as his Saviour.
Woods concluded, "We resumed our
journey, which ended with Dr. Kelly not
hesitating to pay the increased fare and
to give a very generous tip in addition.
It was this man who became one of our
first great spiritual and financial support-
ers of InterVarsity [Christian Fellowship]
in the United States."
Howard Kelly went to be with the
lnrd in 1943, just six hours before his
wife's homegoing. Multitudes of tributes
poured in. William Chisholm spoke for all
when he declared that Dr. Howard Kelly
through faith had "obtained a good
report" and by his testimony "he being
dead yet speaketh."
I Bernard R. DeRemer is a free-
lance writer in West Libertv. Ohio.
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| -) o I believe in the Virgin Birth of our
l-- lnrd Jesus Christ as proclaimed in
the Scriptures? Yes, most emphatically!
To deny this teaching would be equivalent
to rejecting other vital parts of the Scrip-
tures, bringing into question the whole
Bible as the Word of God. Yet there are
those who say, "I cannot believe in a Vir-
Crn Birth because it is biologically impos-
sible." To such I reply in Gabriel's words
to Mary, "With God nothing shall be im-
possible" (Luke 1:37).
I agree with Bishop Handley Moule,
that it is not necessary to hold everyone
who comes seeking salvation to a full
knowledge of all the deeper truths of the
Word of God as immediately a necessary
part of salvation. There are, however,
some truths so vital that they must
speedily be accepted as an integnl part
of it. Whether I affirm in a creed that
Christ is the Son of God or whether I
deny it, is also of but little moment if my
belief remains a mere assertion, a mat-
ter of words, which fails profoundly to
affect my whole life.
I do not expect an inquirer to accept
any evidence unless he believes that the
Bible is in some real sense the Word of
God, offering to man salvation for time
and eternity. On the other hand, if the
Bible does not offer salvation and eternal
life, then the Old Gstament is but a tem-
poral history and the New Testament be-
comes a dead, man-made letter, recount-
ing the well-intentioned imaginings of
perhaps honest but misguided men. To
deny the Vtrgn Birth because of its mirac-
ulous nature is to deny the validity of all
Scripture, which is a continuous eries of
revelations of the mind and acts of God,
and as such is miraculous throughout.
To reject the Virgin Birth of Christ is
to reject His deity, since they are syn-
onymous. Many admit the divinity of
Christ but do not acknowledge His dei-
ty. To contend that Christ was not born
of a virgin by the agency of the Holy
Spirit is to reject Him as our Mediator
at the right hand of God, and reject all
prayer to Him and prayer directed by the
Holy Spirit, since we can then have no
assurance that there is a Holy Spirit.
Moreover, denial of the Virgin Birth robs
Christ of the glory He shares with the
Father. "For in him dwelleth all the ful-
ness of the Godhead bodily" (Col. 2:9).
"When he had by himself purged our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high" (Heb. 1:3). It further-
more rejects the testimony of Mark that
there came "a voice from heaven, say-
ing, Thou art my beloved son, in whom
I am well pleased" (Mark 1:11).
The Virgin Birth is taught throughout
the whole Bible, by implication and
repetition in the Old Testament, and by
declaration and repeated restatements in
the New. Since a larger familiarity with
the Word of God will bring its own con-
victions, let us search the Scriptures.
Believing and knowing the facts as we
do, how precious is the undertone ofthe
Old Testament Scriptures as to the deity
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of the expected Messiah! How ideal the
merited retribution to the serpent when
God pronounced the way of his destruc-
tion by the seed of the woman whom he
had misled! "I will put enmity between
thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel"
(Gen. 3:15).
What pictures, too, foreshadow the
event! There are Abraham and Isaac,
representative of God giving His own
son; Joseph rejected by his brethren; and
Moses anticipating our Lord's coming.
"The lord thy God will raise up unto
thee a Prophet from the midst of thee,
of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him
sha l l  ye  hearken"  (Deut .18 :15) .
Throughout he Psalms, too, there is a
great undercurent of God Himself as the
forthcoming Deliverer.
"The Lord himself shall give unto you
a sigu Behold a virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel" (Isa. 7:14). "And the gwern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder: and his
name shall be called Wonderful. Coun-
sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Fathel The Prince ofPeace" (Isa. 9:6).
The Hebrew word for virgin is almach,
translated by Matthew in citing this
passage by the Greek word parthenos,
meaning distinctively a virgin.
kt us leave the Old Testament and
examine the New for evidences of the
Virgin Birth of Jesus. In Matthew's first
chapter we find the step from the Old
Testament in the very first words, "The
book of the generation ofJesus Christ,
the son of David, the son of Abraham."
Then follows the genealogy down to
Joseph, Mary's husband at the time of
Christ's birth, from whom by Roman and
Jewish law Jesus inherited His right to
the throne. Joseph was warned by an an-
gel in a dream that Mary's condition with
child was of the Holy Ghost. "Now all
this was done, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken of the Inrd by the
prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be
with child, and shall bring forth a son, and
they shall call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us" (Matt.
I:22-23).In the very first verse, Mark
states, "The beginning of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God," so
proclaimed also by God at His baptism.
Note in L,uke that the angel Gabriel
was sent by God to Mary, saying, "Fear
not, Mary: for thou hast found favour
with God. And, behold, thou shalt con-
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son,
and shalt call his nameJesus. He . . . shall
be called the Son of the Highest . . . and
he shall reign over the house ofJacob for
ever. . . . The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee: therefore also
that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of
God. . . . And Mary said, Behold the
handmaid of the [.ord; be it unto me
according to thy word."
Here in Luke's first chapter we find
life's two vital factors. On the one hand.
lack of faith in Tachaias concerning
Elisabeth, who in her old age was to bear
John the Baptist, whereupon his lips
were sealed until the birth ofJohn; and
on the other hand, the perfect faith of
Mary to whom Elisabeth cried out,
"Blessed is she that believed: for there
shall be a performance of those things
which were told her from the Lord"
(Luke 1:45).
John is peculiarly the gospel of our
lord's deity. Here we have the clear
declaration in the first chapter, "In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God"
(v. 1). 'And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father,) full of grace and truth"
(v. 14); John the Baptist's testimony,
'And I saw. and bare record that this is
the Son of God ' ' (v. 34) ; and Nathanael's ,
"Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou
art the King of Israel' ' (v. 49). In the fifth
chapter are six testimonies to His
sonship: Christ's own claim, the witness
of John the Baptist, the witness of the
Father, His works, the testimony of the
Scriptures, and Moses' testimony. John
assures us, "These are written, that ye
might believe thatJesus is the Christ, the
son of God; and that believing ye might
have life through his name" Oohn 20:31).
Of His Son, the Father has said, "Irt
all the angels of God worship him" (Heb.
1:6), for "God also hath highly exalted
him, and given him a name which is
above every name: that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow. . . and
that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is lnrd, to the glory of God
the Father" (Phil. 2:9-11).
Christ's claim to sonship is definite
throughout he Gospels. Indeed, it was
because of this claim at His trial that He
died. When the high priest asked, "I ad-
jure thee by the living God, that thou tell
us whether thou be the Christ, the Son
of God," He answered, "Thou hast
said" (Matt. 26:63-64). "I that speak
unto thee am he" (|ohn 4:26). "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham
was, I am" (ohn 8:58). He announced
His omnipotence (Matt. 28:E; John
5:2I-23), His omniscience Oohn 11:11-14),
His omnipresence, (Matt. 18:20)-all
outstanding attributes of His deity.
Christ's deity is further attested by
His teachings, "Never man spake like
this man" (ohn 7:46), and by His many
miracles. He caused the lame to walk and
the blind to see. He healed the sick, and
cast out demons. He raised the dead,
among others, the daughter of Jairus(hke 8:55), the son of the widow of Nain(Luke 7:15), and, lastly, l^azarus (ohn
11), dead four days, which brought him
to His own death on the Cross. AndJohn
comments, "But though he had done so
many miracles before them, yet they
believed not on him" (John 72:37).
In the Epistles the Holy Spirit,
poured out upon believers when Christ
took His seat at the right hand of God,
guides us into all truth, speaking not of
Himself, but glorifying Christ with the
Father as promised $ohn 16:li|-14). Paul
writes, "No man can say that Jesus is
the Inrd, but by the Holy Spirit" (1 Cor.
12:3). Throughout the Acts and Epistles,
the apostles again and again emphasize
Christ's relationship to God. Peter
preached, "I€t all the house of Israel
know assuredly, that God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified,
both lnrd and Christ" (Acts 2:36). Paul,
fresh from his great vision, emphasizes
Christ's deity, "Stmightway he preached
Christ . . . that he is the Son of God"
(Acts 9:20). Twenty-four times in Acts
and in the Epistles he designates Jesus
as the Son and the Son of God. John
in his first epistle reveals to us "that
eternal life, which was with the Father,
and was manifested unto us" (1 John
1:2). His last message in his epistle is
a cry of warning against denial of the rela-
tionship of Christ to God as His own
Father, "He is antichrist that denieth the
Father and the Son." And he states with
absolute confidence that "whosoever
shall confess thatJesus is the son of God,
God dwelleth in him. and he in God"(1 John 4:15).
If Christ be not the Son of God,
there remains no way to deal with
the question of sin. Sin separates men
infinitely from God, for "all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God"(Rom. 3:23). Any atonement to be ef-
fective must be infinite in character.
"Being justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus" (Rom. 3:24). "In this was
manifested the love of God toward us.
because that God sent his only begotten
Son into the world, that we might live
through him," who was "sent. . .
to be the propitiation for our sins"(1 John 4:9-10).
kt us look at the Scriptures in
another way. If Christ, the Son of God,
was born of a woman of our flesh, the
outcome is that God is for the first time
brought into an immediate vital relation-
ship with created intelligent beings in the
place of Adam and Eve, of whom He had
said, "I-et us make man in our image,
after our likeness" (Gen. 1:26). The
relation is intimate as never before, and
through the Second Adam (Christ) we
become partakers of the divine nature(2 Peter 1:4), all previous relations
having been external, objective. Note
that Christ's name, Jesus, signified
Je Oehorah)-sus (Himself-Saviour),
"Who verily was foreordained before
the foundation of the world" (1 Peter
1:20). And recall His final great prayer
to the Father, 'And now, O Father,
glonfy thou me with thine own self with
the glory which I had with thee before
the world was" flohn 17:5). What, then,
were the vital steps taken?
1. Conceived in the Virgin Mary of
the Holy Ghost.
2. Deity manifested in His life, teach-
ings, and works.
3. The deliberate walk toward the
Cross and Crucifixion, that His life might
be poured out, a sacrifice ofinfinite cost
for the sins of the world.
4.Resurrection on the third day, con-
quering death for all who put their trust
in Him.
5. Ascent into heaven, to sit on the
right hand of God our Father.
6. The Holy Ghost shed forth to be
our Comforter, Teacher, Guide.
To break any link in this chain de-
stroys the whole and makes our lord
Jesus Christ merely man, however great,
and leaves Him in His grave, no longer
Saviour and Redeemer.
Rob Christ of His deity, and every
true Christian will at once cry out with
a breaking heart, "They have taken away
my Lod, and I know not where they have
laid Him," and never again will one be
moved by God's Spirit to exclaim, "My
Inrd, and my God!"
I Adapted kom Moody Monthly.
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Angels cont'inued frorn page 21
as tears streamed down her face.
What do you say when a lifetime is pass-
ing in a matter of moments? "Honey, I
have all these Christmas presents for
you, and I don't know what I'll do with
them."
She wiped her face with her free
hand and looked at her husband's face.
A tear rolled down his cheek from un-
der his closed eyelid and his cold hand
gently closed around hers.
"You'll have to leave now," said the
doctor. "I don't think he's going to make
it."
"Just keep telling him I love him,"
Janice begged.
A few moments later the doctor
called to Janice in the waiting room.
"Come quickly."
In an instant she was at his bedside.
She kissed him and whispered, "I love
you. When you get to heaven, please tell
my daddy that I miss him. I love you. I
love you."
Ten minutes later he was gone.
In the hysteria that followed, Janice
found herself praying, "LDrd, I don't
understand why this is happening. You
could have taken my house, my posses-
sions, or anything I have-why did you
take my husband? He was such a good
person."
As the family sat in a private room,
Janice finally rea\zed the joy of the
moment. "lrealized that Glenn had got-
ten saved. He had an opportunity to be
saved and he accepted it."
As she and her family walked out of
the hospital into the cold night, Janice
looked up at the sky. "Suddenly I saw
this big old star twinkling in the sky and
I thought, Oh, my goodness, Glenn is in
heauen and nothing can eaer harm him
again.I recalled that the week before,
we had been riding down the higlmay and
had seen one of those advertising
message signs that said,'Happy Birthday,
Jesus.' Glenn had turned to me and asked
cynically, 'I wonder what God is going
to give Jesus for His birthday.' I said, 'I
don't know, honey, but I know it's going
to be something awfully special.'
"Then I realized that God had given
Jesus Glenn's soul for His birthday. God
had given Glenn a chance to be saved and
he had taken it.
"As I watched that star twinkle I real-
ized that what we have lived in our past
is God's gift to us. We are not promised
a second of the future. If we have the op-
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"When you get to heaven,
portunity to accept Christ, now is the
time for us to do it."
What will future Christmases mean
to Janice West?
"Christmas will never be the same
for me. I understand now how hard it was
for God to sacrifice His only Son. Both
Jesus and Glenn were 33 when they died.
that I miss him.
t tt love vou.
I love you."
Both were murdered. Christ gare His life
so freely. I don't know how I'm going to
handle the Christmases to come, but
they will be happy times because I know
Glenn is in heaven.
"I've heard there is rejoicing by the
angels when a sinner repents. I imagine
there was great rejoicing that night-not
only was itJesus' birthday, but it was also
the night Glenn repented and went
home. That was quite a night for the an-
gels to rejoice."
I Fiue rnen uere tried and found guilty
of the 19&7 robbery and murder of Glenn
West.
Grandpa's continued from page 27
with a hardened and bitter 16-year-old
boy who worked as a janitor. Jennifer was
shy and gentle. She spent most of her
hours involved in a fantasy world where
life's pains and hurts did not exist. James,
who scowled at every friendly gesture
extended to him, kept a watchful eye on
the younger kids as he swept. He was
too old to be adopted, too wise in the
ways of the world to be hopeful, too poor
to be independent, and too proud to be
content.
One Christmas Day all the children
were invited.to eat the holiday feast in
the homes of the townspeople. Grandpa
raised an eyebrow, "Well, all but James
and Jennifer. No one wanted to invite a
girl who could not talk or a boy who
seemed rough and coarse."
That Christmas those two misfits
found each other. In Jennifer's gentle
eyesJames found a friend, and inJames's
ruggedness Jennifer found courzge. They
began to spend time together. James
taught Jennifer how to work in a garden.
Through her books Jennifer taught James
about make-believe and hope and
daydreams. With James's love and pro-
tection around her, Jennifer began to talk.
Their friendship grew and ripened. Fi-
nally, years later, they were married.
Eventually, James and Jennifer would
manage the orphanage where they had
grown up, adopt several children, and
bear two others. When they were sur-
prised by an inheritance from a distant
relative they invested their money in
helping other orphans.
One chilly fall, however, Jennifer was
diagnosed as having cancer. She was 30
years old, young enough to be in the
prime of life, but old enough to have seen
much of the world's joy and sorrow. As
she faced the end of her time on earth,
she felt an aching emptiness in her heart.
As God would have it, a friend knocked
on her door and shared with her the
gospel message of Christ. Jennifer and
James accepted Jesus Christ as their
Lord. One week latet on Christmas Day,
Jennifer went peacefully home to heaven
to meet her Saviour face-to-face.
James continued as Jennifer would
have wanted him to, leading the
orphanages and raising their children in
the knowledge and service of his Sariour,
Jesus Christ. From his lineage sprung a
family whose members were devoted to
the service of the gospel: missionaries,
pastors, teachers, and godly laypeople.
As my gmndfather finished the story
he paused and looked carefirlly at each
of us. "Jennifer and James were your
great-great-grandparents," he said.
"They left a great heritage and I share
it with joy." The knowledge of our fami-
ly history challenged all of us.
We left the park after our Christmas
festivities and said good-bye to cousins,
aunts, uncles, and other relatives. We
were relaxed and happy, but Grandpa's
gift had made a remarkable impression.
Nothing in that sunny park had signaled
that a life-changing hour would occur that
day, but Grandfather's presentation of
this legacy was such an experience. As
does everyone in my family, I have a
heritage and an example to maintain.
James andJennifer, from the outposts of
heaven, are watching to see what we do
with their gift.
I Sterling O'Neill and husband, Jim,
are missionaires in the Philippines.
please tell my daddy

Bible Stucly: Gatarians
Outline Word Study
I. Doctrine of Grace I Hyiothesia, "Adoption." While the concept of sonship occurs
Illustrated (chapter 4) | frequently in both the Old Testament and the New Testament to
A. The example of adop- | denote the relationship of God to His children, hyiothesia seldom {..,
tion (w. 14) | occurs. It is actually a technical egal term signifying the accepting
B. The bondage of legalism I of a child as one's own-adoption. kul is the New Testament writer(w. 8-11) | to make the most of this idea. There is much evidence to suggest
C. The standard of Paul's I that hyiothesia was a fairly common motif in the early church. The
ministry (vv. 12-20) | idea preeminently speaks of the privileged position given to
D. The illustration of the I believers (Gal. 3:16ff.; 4:5).
bondmaid and free- | Yet in the New Testament hyiothesia represents not only what the be-
woman (w. 21-31) | liever is and has now, but anticipates his goal and hope (Rom. 8:23; cf. James 1:18;
1 Peter 1:23). Adoption is a present reality attested by our privilege to cry'Abba, Father"
(Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6). It is also our longed-for goal (Rom. 8:23), which looks ahead to the resurrection body.
Paul knows that adoption was a privilege given originally to Israel (Rom. 9:4). Such was hers because of her relation to the
promise to Abraham. This is of special significance to the believers in Galatia who were seduced by Judaizers with the idea
that faith in Christ was not enough. They were being told that they must also return back under the law. Paul shows that if
one belongs to Christ, by faith, he is also a son of Abraham (Ga]. 3:Z 29). As sons of Abraham they are heirs of Christ and
of God (Gal. 4:4ff.; Rom. 8:17) and have entered into the inheritance. To return back under the law is to "fall from grace"
(Gal. 5:1-4).
I Daniel R. Mitchell
LIVING
Missions in the Church
The Great Commissron
makes no distinction be-
tween home and foreign
missions; it is all world
evangelization. What we do
in our churches is not
separate from the mission
overseas, but only a local
expression of the global
task. In practical terms, I
suspect commitment o
Christ's mandate to disciole
all nations, more than any-
thing else, opens the way
for the sanctifying Spirit to
fill a church with the love of
God. And as people feel the
tug of the missionary call, a
new dynamic of power is
experienced on the home
foont.
The pulpit should keep
the challenges of missionary
involvement ever before the
people, in praying as well as
in preaching. Those who
cannot go personally can
bear their responsibility
in giving. This will be
reflected in the
missionary
budget
of the church.
The most meaningful im-
pact of missions will come
through in the day-by-day
activities of the church.
Here are some suggestions.
Keep in personal con-
tact with the mission-
aries supported by the
church. Encourage people
to correspond with those on
the field. Read bits of news
from missionary letters to
the congregation from time
to time.
Display a special
missionary bulletin
board in some perma-
nent part of the church.
Place news items and pic-
tures of your missionaries
on this board, along with a
map of the world showing
their place of service.
Maintain a constant
flow of information
about missions through
the various church
media.
Regularly have
special missionary pro-
grams in the church
services and Sunday
school. Use recordings
from the field, letters, and
d
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personal reports from
missionaries to heighten
interest.
Focus prayer on mis-
sionary needs. Mobilize
every expression of the
church prayer life to this
concern. Feature different
missionaries and service
projects each week or
month.
Provide good litera-
ture on missions.
Recommend missionary
periodicals and books
containing b iographies
of missionaries to the
congregation.
Encourage families in
the church to talk and
live missions at home.
Bring the concern for mis-
sions to the daily family
altar by way of prayer re-
quests, occasional letters,
and stories. Families could
even sponsor their own
missionary couple on the
field.
An annual missionary
conference will do much to
deepen the understanding
and dedication of Christians
to the task. Start with
something simple and let it
grow. Consider the following
ideas.
Plan a short confer-
ence of three or four
days. An alternative might
De a mlsslon prognm on
several consecutive Sundays.
Publicize the meetings
through all the church
media and local press.
People from other churches
may be interested in this
program if notified. Send pic-
tures and human interest
stories about your speakers to
local newspapers.
Arrange for mission-
aries to be present from
different fields around the
world. If possible, have some
missionary candidates on hand
who are ready to go to the
field as soon as their support
is pledged. Your people will be
far more receptive to mts-
sionaries when they see them
in the flesh.
Entertain your mis-
sionary guests in the
homes of your people. This
is one of the best ways to
arouse some people to the
heartbeat of missions.
Have an exhibit of
things portraying mis-
ionary work on display
in the church. This should
include audiovisual aids.
Usually mission agencies will
assist in this project.
Schedule meetings
for missionary instruc-
tion and challenge each
night, arranging for several
missionaries to participate
in each service. Add in-
terest to the meetings by
presenting some music in
native style, having mission-
aries dress in the costumes
of their field, and inviting a
foreign student to testify.
Regular Sunday ser-
vices ofthe church can in-
corporate missionary
emphasis, with missionary
speakers in all classes and
meetings. A special afternoon
missionary meeting might be
added to the program.
Close the conference
with an appeal for com-
mitment of life and sub-
stance, calling for volunteers
for missionary service as well
as sacrificial financial support
for those going to the field.
As enthusiasm for mis-
sions builds through the years,
the program can be expanded.
All the while, prayer intensi-
fies, with corresponding ap-
peals for missionary volun-
teers and pledges of support.
lct us seek ways to let
Christ's heartbeat of world
missions throb through our
churches, and experience
together the excitement of
witnessing to the ends of
the earth.
f Robefi E. Coleman
The Greatest Christma$ Gifts
At Christmastime two missionary families, away from their childhood homes and
loued ones, write to share their greatest gifts-one to God; the other from Him.
Gentle snow fell quietly, slowing traffic on the busy streets. last-minute
shoppers hurried through the cold, contrasting with strolling families. Fathers
pulled bundled, laughing children on sleighs. Lights glinted icy reflections through
the falling snow. Imagination inscribed "Merry Christmas" on the pages of our
minds.
A real live "Home for Christmas" scene lav before us. but we were not
home for Christmas. It was Christmas Eve 1986 in West Berlin, 110 miles inside
Communist East Germany, and our home was thousands of miles away in sunny,
palm-treed Hawaii. Our loved ones were basking in the sun, drinking tall icy fruit
worth the effort for such a drama?" Our answer is, "Yes!"
last year over 30 people decided to follow Christ' They
received the greatest Christmas gift of all, God's Son.
Remember that the real meaning of Christmas is this:
"For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through Him might be saved"
0ohn 3:17).
Tom, Diana, and Joshua TurleY
Missionaries to Amazonas, Brazil
drinks, and smiling "Mele
Kalikimaka." Our children and
gnndchildren, in other places,
were celebrating a family hol-
iday without us.
The scene before us lost
its attraction. We felt lonelY
and isolated. We had come
here to make a final decision.
Now the only question that
presented itself was, "WhY
should we leave our comfort-
able place of ministry and the
warmth of those who love us
and start over in a cold,
foreign land?"
The answer from Scripture
penetrated our hearts. "For
ye know the grace of our Inrd
Jesus Christ, that, though
he was rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor, that ye
through his poverty might be
nch" (2 Cor. 8:9). He left the
bosom of His Father, the
palace of heaven, and the
adoration of the angels. He
gave Himself without ques-
tion, without restraint.
Our gift to Him? Our-
selves. Without question.
Without restraint. It isn't
much, but it is all we have
to give. We cannot give
less. This Christmas season
we renew that vow. We grve
ourselves to take
the message of
His Gift to His
appointed place.
Don and
LuJean Stone
Missionaries
to Berlin
sss
Trees with
bright shining
balls, twinkling
lights, and tinsel;
store windows
displaying mov-
ing, walking, talk-
ing toys of every
shape, size, and
color; signs hang-
ing above side-
walks remind us
to "shop early,"
for December 25 is almost
here. Sounds like something
you would see in your own
hometown, doesn't it? Well,
we have it right here in
Manaus, Brazl,, too. For
some reason though, it
seems so different when
the thermometer downtown
reads 102 degrees at 9:00
a.m. and 9:00 p.m., and
the only thing that re-
sembles snow is the frost in
your freezer or the cool
air blowing from your air
conditioner.
While the world seems
to have commercialized
Christmas into a big "sale,"
it is refreshing to be part of
a ministry that keeps Christ
in CHRISTmas. For two
weeks in December we put
on a "vila Natal" or Christ-
mas village. There is food
and fun for the whole
family, but most important
is the drama about the birth
of Christ. This year is only
the second year for the
vila, but we anticipate that
over 10,000 people will Pass
through the doors of our
church to hear the real
meaning of Christmas.
Some have asked, "Is it
GPEG DUCHANAN
Praising t-he Lord
\rith Lhe Harp
lmagine a harp's music-long, cascading,
tripling sounds, l ike ripples of a mountain stream.
Now imagine music with blues, jazz, rhythm,
classical-style, and a couple of swooshing special
effects thrown in. That is the music of Greg
Buchanan, harPist virtuoso.
He sat on his mother's knee at 3 and began
to tinker with the piano. By 5 he was taking
formal les-
sons. At 9,
after watching
his sister play
her harp, he
asked for
harp lessons
and began
his formal
training. "l
was an over-
weight, hyper-
active kid
who played
the harp," he
tells a laugh-
ing concert
audience. 'As
you can imag-
ine, I didn't
quite fit in with
other kids."
At 13 he began to drink alcohol. "My parents drank
socially," he says, "and at school I was around
people who were drinking. From my first exposure I
drank 'alcoholicallyJ lt is amazing how many young
people play with that stuff, when statistics how
that one out of ten will be ensnared by itJ'
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CHURCH NEWS
Heritage Baptist
Church of Waxahachie,
Texas, celebrates second
anniversary. Pastor Roy
Mctaughlin and the members
of Heritage were excited
about reaching their second
anniversary on November 20.
The growing church averages
198 in attendance on Sunday
morning and has over 300
members on the roll.
During the past two
years the church has pur-
chased additional acreage,
expanded the parking lot
twice, and begun a new
building program. Faced
with the challenge of ex-
panding their facilities, the
church planned a Faith
Promise Sunday, with a
Several Sources
Foundation, a
volunteer Christian
organization, plans
Bells for Babies,
Jantuary 22,
1989, to draw at-
tention to their
message that
abortion must stop.
Their goal is to have every
church in the country with
bells in the church steeple
to toll the bells one time for
every million babies killed
by abortion since 1973, to
remind all that these little
ones are not forgotten.
Dayton Baptist Temple
in Dayton, Ohio, is 37
years old! The church is
excited over their recent
two-day celebration. Pastor
Donald J. Way said, "The
highlights of our 37th an-
niversary will be memories
in our church history for
years to come: the choir re-
union banquet with over 150
former and current choir
members attending; the
retiring of our 36-year music
director, Duard Bowron; the
spine-tingling performance
of the 'Hallelujah Chorus'
with a 125-voice choir
directed by Rev. Bowron
and a special 100-piece or-
chestra directed by Warren
Webber; the 1,734 people
who attended the morning
services; the dynamic
preaching of ke Roberson;
and the thrilling moment
when Gerald Fleming,
founder and pastor emeri-
tus, led the evening crowd
in a rousing chorus of 'An
Old-Fashioned Meeting."'
The members of Dayton
Baptist Temple look forward
to many more years of serving
the l.ord.
Despite his drinking and drug use, his suc-
cess as a harpist grew. By the time he was 27
he had enjoyed many opportunities as a suc-
cessful professional harpist, but his personal life
was, as he describes it, "self-destructive." He
searched for meaning and purpose in l ife
through occult practices. As a result of a musical
concert, Greg Buchanan saw his need for Jesus
for the first time. "l asked Jesus to forgive my
sins, to come into my life as Lord, and to make
some sense out of my life. From that day, my life
has had real purpose and
hope. With the supernatural
power of Jesus Christ, I
have been delivered com-
pletely from that old self-
destructive lifestyle."
After his salvation,
Buchanan took 18 months
to heal from his former ad-
dictive lifestyle and to grow
as a Christian. He has now
been serving the Lord as a
gospel harpist for nearly six
years. "There is a harp
ministry, believe it or not," he laughs. "lt is a
special call. Psalm 33:2 says, 'Praise the Lord
with the harp.' There were many harpists four
thousand years ago, but there aren't so many
today,"
Greg says his occupation is "a big challenge
and it can be exhausting. I 'm away from my
sweet wife and two baby boys 20 days of each
month, but in that service there is great joy and
satisfaction."
The listener who settles in for a Greg
Buchanan concert may not know what to expect,
Before the service, the massive harp, an impres-
sive and beautiful instrument, is alone on the
platform. Then Greg appears-no wimpy harpist
he. His strong fingers persuade the harp to
produce remarkable music.
The concert is moving, entertaining, and
memorable. Between selections Buchanan gives
his personal testimony and encourages his
audience to rejoice in what the Lord has done
for them. "l am called to be a 'praise leader,' "
he says. "Everywhere I go, whether in a church,
a convention, or a prison, I cannot help but tell
about the saving grace of the Lord."
For more information about Greg Buchanan's
ministry, call Adoration, Inc., at (800) 384-1050.
A Angela E. Hunt
kick-off goal of $10,000.
When that Sunday arrived,
the young church exceeded
its goal, committing $25,700
to begin the expansion.
Mchugtrlin credits Jerry
Falwell with encouraging
him to step out on faith and
start the work God placed
on his heart. When asked
about the future, Mchugh-
lin said, "We feel the dream
that started Heritage is still
very much alive and grow-
ing. We are supporting and
challenging each other,
reaching out to those in
need, providing a network
of people who care about
one another."
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PLACE OF
M IFIG
hristianity is a farce! I raged. Silently. In my soul. Bending over my lit-
tle girl's crib, I watched my exhausted baby sleep. My precious, litfle
baby, Kim, whose hair glinted gold in the sunlight and whose eyes riluled
the blue of the sky. Tears streaming down my face, I was encompassed
with the fear and terror only a mother knows when her child is in danger.
An overwhelming surge of protectiveness permeated my being. Then
anger hit me in unrelenting waves as I recognized my helplessness. Kim
and I were trapped. There was no escape.
Restlessly, I nalked into the living room. Picking up the bill
from that morning's visit to Kim's pediatrician, Dr. Rubinstein, I thought:
Endless uisits. And for nhat?
Earlier that morning I had ficed Dr. Rubinstein
and asked for the truth, little as I wanted to hear
it. "Is Kim going to die? I need to know!"
"I can't answer that question," Dr. Rubinstein
said. "She has a good chance, ifher body would
start responding to treatment."
I looked at Kim's sweet face, now distorted
with pain. Her anguish rung my heart. Holding
my crying baby, I turned and faced the doctor.
"If, if ! That's all I've been hearing for 16 months.
Kim has had those painful shots every two weeks
since she was born. You can see how she
screams and cries. And all vou can tell me is. if ?"
I had been
trying to
manipulate God,
doing all the "right
things" so He
would be required
to answer my
pleadings.
Understanding the stress and tension behind my outburst, the doctor had not
taken offense. "Her white blood cell count is the lowest it has ever been," he said
gently, holding the lab report in his hand. "The gamma globulin
shots have helped her to survive her bouts ofillness, but her own body is not produc-
ing white blood cells in large enough quantities. I can't give you a miracle. Kim will
either start producing enough white cells or she won't."
The reality of what the doctor told me paralyzed me with fear. Feelingexhausted
and defeated, I said, "Kim is always so sick, and she gets such high fevers. I'm
up every night for weeks. Then, just as she seems to be getting better, the whole
cycle starts all over again. And now you tell me that there is no end in sight!"
"You must face this situation. There are no guarantees in life. God has placed
you in this position. Face it. Do the best you can."
"Well, if God has placed me here, He can also get me out. I'm beginning to
believe He likes to see people suffer. Keeps them humble and dependent. I think
I've about had enough of such a God!"
Tired and numb, I had returned home.
Hearing Kim stir in her crib, I tiptoed in to check on her. Sleeping deeply, she
sobbed softly as she moved her painful egs. The shots would bother her for several
days.
Returning to the living room, I huddled on the couch. I drew my legs up and hid
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my face in my arms. I wanted to hide,
to be safe. But, again, at the thought of
my baby's problem, anger and resent-
ment stirred in my heart.
I could not stand to be still any longer.
I began pacing the living room. Raising
my fists to heaven, I shook them in
frustration.
Whnre are you, God? Why are You so
cold. and silent? Lord, why are You giui?A
ml a stnnc and not the bread that a buing
father would giue? Haae You dcsertnd me?
Wlwre is Your prom.isd fuan and confort?
Silence lms my an$ver, I felt mocked
by God.
Limp as a rag doll, I sat down on the
couch and I thought about my unhappy
childhood, with my cold, autocratic father
and my erratic mother. Too many si-
blings. Too little money.
Though I had gone to church most of
my li[e, God had seemed inapproachable.
I thought of Him as the Big Policeman
in the Sky. He was ready to punish, but
never warm and caring, much like my
own father, as a matter of fact.
Fathers. Whenever I thought ofhthers,
my 13th birthday stood out in my mind. It
had been thrilling to finally be a teenager.
Many of the friends that I had grown up
with had come to my party. But this day
ofjoy had soon turned to one of horror.
My father had come stumbling into my
party. Drunk and disheveled, he always
resented when money was spent on any-
thing but absolute necessities.
"You're stupid and ugly," my htherhad
sneered at me, standing in the midst of
my friends. "Nobody could ever lcnre you.''
As a result of that trauma I became
a loner, unable to feel that I belonged
anywhere.
Drifting back to the present, I
thought: But, that all changed when I
found You, Lord. You accepted me just as
I am, warts and all. I felt that I had come
home. You won't betray me, too?
My husband, Don, was warm, won-
derful, and wise, the antithesis of what
I had come to expect in all men. lnving
and cherishing were as natural to him as
breathing. How funny it was to see him
and Kimmie together. Don always had
her in his lap or in his arms. As soon as
she could toddle about, she never let her
dad out of her sight. Don would have
done anything to relieve her suffering.
Wasn't this how fathers should be?
Wasn't God as loving a Father as Don?
Stirring out of my reverie, I went to
continued on page 63
THE UNFAIIII{G PROMISE
by Richard Lee
Richard Lee is a recognized leader in
the Christian community at large. His
relevant, practical, and people-centered
ministry-targeted at the needs of today's
audiences-includes television, radio,
print, and a large
pastorate in Atlanta.
Do you ever feel
that God has for-
saken you, tlat life's
troubles are more
than you can bear?
Do you wonder
where God is when
youneed Him most?
I*e offers the practical answers most
readers are looking for-answers that
reflect an awareness and understanding
of modern temptations, struggles, and
questions, and a deep commitment to
biblical truth.
In a world where broken promises
are the rule, the author points his readers
to the One whose word is unfailing-the
eternal God. For those struggling to live
the Christian life, ke gives specific steps
for overcoming the difficulties that get in
the way. The keys that unlock the vise-
like grip of anger, fear, bitterness, im-
morality, or any other problem, says ke,
are understanding the full extent of God's
marvelous promises and trusting Him to
keep His word.
lee shows his readers how to trust
God to that degree, all along reminding
them that God is not a "heavenly vend-
ing machine." Those who want to claim
God's promises must do so on His
terms. They must believe that He truly
knows what is best for their lives.
Using experiences from everyday life,
and e>ramples from the lives of Bible per-
sonalities, ke reminds readen that God
will restore and redeem those who cry to
Him "out of the depths," whether their
suffering has been unjustly inflicted by
others. or has resulted from their own
immonl beharior, rebellion, or bitterness.
No matterhow foolish, weak, despised,
or insignificant you may feel, God can use
you, too. There is no problem He can-
not solve. I.ee shows clearly how to
claim the promises of God in your Chris-
tian life-how to trust in His unfailing
promise. (Word Books, 203 pp., $10.95)
Donald R. Rickards
Booknotes
A HEART SET FREE
by Arnold A. Dallimore
Arnold A Dallimore's A Heart Set
Freeis an excellent popular biography of
Charles Wesley. Dallimore discusses
Wesley's life, his relationship with his
more famous brother, John, and their
achievement in founding the Methodist
Church. He spends considerable time
e:ramining Charles Wesley's lrymns, their
background, and importance. Wesley is
one of the supreme songwriters of Prot-
estantism. He composed orrcr 300 lrymns
including classics such as "fnve Divine,"
"O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing,"
and "Jesus, Inver of My Soul."
This biognphy is impressive and in-
teresting for two reasons. First, Dalli-
more paints Wesley and his colleagues
"warts and all." Like the heroes of the
Bible, Wesley's greatness is seen as a
product of God's grace and transforming
power. In fact, one series of misadven-
tures ofJohn and Charles could serve as
a case study for the questions young
church leaders should consider before
choosing a wife. Second, Dallimore's
study includes one of the best concise
summaries of the movement that in-
cludes the American First Great Awaken-
ing as well as Methodism. Since George
Whitefield was close enough to t}re two
Wesley brothers to be considered almost
family, American Fundamentalists will be
fascinated with learning more of the
background and inspiration of our first
great national revirral. (Crossway Books,
272 pp., $ti.95) Homer H. Blass
BEHIT{D THE LODGE DOOR
by Paul A. Fisher
Behindthe Lodge Doorlraces the evi-
dence of the personal bias of Supreme
Court justices in favor of agnosticism.
An excerpt from
THE UNFAILING PROMISE
Some troubles are easy to identtfy.
If your car won't start in tlte morn-
ing, or your refrigerator stops run-
ning, you automatically know that you
have trouble. But other troubles are
not that easy to identify. Many times
people know that there is something
wrong in their lives, but they simply
don't know what it is. Have you ever
been angry and couldn't figure out
why? Have you ever been filled with
worry, and could not pinpoint what it
was you were worried about? If so,
you know what I'm referring to.
Those feelings indicate unidentified
trouble.
There is another kind of trouble
that is more common to us. That is
the kind that comes along and slaps
you in the face, unexpectedly, unan-
nounced, unprepared for, and unwel-
comed. Nevertheless, it's there!
If you are struggling with either
kind of trouble in your life, let me en-
couage you by reminding you that you
are not alone in your sfruggle. The Bi.
ble tells us that Christ has promised
us that He will never leave nor forsake
us (Hebrews lil:S). You can depend
on His promise. Then do not forget
to realize that no matter how insur-
mountable your dfficulties may seem,
God is greater than all of them put
together. I am corvinced that God has
a specific solution for every problem
we face in life. He created us, under-
stands us, and knows best how to
meet our deepest needs. Whatever
your ftoubles may be, they are not be-
yond the reach of God's love and the
gnsp of His grace.
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Put Walt Rumminger's 25 Years of
experience to work for you. Call
Teamway lor:
Church Butldtngs. Chrtst ian
Schoo/s, Familv Life Centers,
P I an n i  ng, Desig n i  ng, Con st r uct r on
and Financral Consult ing.
From a simple expansion to a mult i-
mil l ion dol lar worship center, our
team concept lets you bui ld Your
church your way and Pocket the
savinqs. We promise never to exceed
your 6stabl ished budget. Call  for a
Jree brochure and consultat ion.
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.r., lt^tea!_!^ryay
Church Designers & Builders
406 State Park Road
Greenvi l le, SC 29609
Gaf or Write Today! 18031 242-5464
For 156 years judicial decisions upheld
government cooperation with and sup-
port of Christianity, but all that changed
with the Everson decision in 1947. For
the next 25 years the Mason-dominated
Court consistently outlawed religion in
the schools and opposed public funds for
parochial schools. Can we blame one or-
ganization for all the secularization of
American society since 1947? Perhaps
other factors are just as important.
We are indebted to Fisher for reveal-
ing the "religion" of Freemasonry, which
consists of Gnosticism and a belief in An-
cient Mysteries derived from Oriental
religion. Masonic philosophy supports a
knowledge of God that is different from
that revealed in the Bible. It demands ab-
solute obedience to the beliefs of the
group, and punishment for those who
reveal the "secrets" ofthe organization.
The Christian should be cautious about
these precepts.
This is a well-researched book.
The author is widely read in Masonry
literature. In fact, most of his evidence
comes from Mason literature. A rraluable
chart in the Appendix lists the Supreme
Court justices who were Freemasons.
(Shield Publishing, 362 pp., $18.95)
Cline E. Hall
WHY A CHRISTIAI{ LEADER
MAY FAIL
by Clyde M. Narramore
Clyde Narramore's newest book,
Why a Christian Izader May Fall, is ex-
cellent. The emphasis of Narramore's
thoughts go to the heart of why a well-
known pastor, evangelist, or Christian
television personality falls into sexual sin:
pride, success-orientation, legalistic at-
titudes, and an unwillingness to admit
that sometimes deep-seated psychological
problems need Christian psychologists
and psychiatrists.
Why A Chistian bader May Fallis
written lo Christian leaders. If read and
understood, it should help Evangelical
Christianity recover from recent embar-
rassment. (Crossway Books, 727 pp.,
$5.95) David R. Miller
HOW TO TALK SO YOUR
TEEI{AGER WIIL TISTEN
by Paul W. Swets
Children come fom God, but parenting
skills come from experience. Paul Swets
writes on How to Thlk So Your Tbenager
Will Listen as one who has raised chil-
dren with much attention paid to the
principles found in God's Word and the
words spoken between parent and teen.
Unlike many authors on family rela-
tionships, Swets practices what he
preaches with obvious success. Parents
of teenagers hould read this book, but
before the kids enter adolescence.
How to Talk So Your Tbenager Will
Listen sets a high standard for Christian
parents, a standard needed more and
more in today's degenerating world.
(Word Books, 2'].3 pp., $8.95) DRM
GOD'S lilAtTtl{G ROOM
by Rick Yohn
Can waiting be therapeutic for a
Christian? Can waiting be spiritually re-
inforcing? Job, Joseph, David, and a host
of God's servants through the centuries
have found the benefits of waiting on God.
Pastor Rick Yohn passes on to the
reader the valuable lessons he and his
family have learned from a "Wilderness
Time."
God's Waiting Room is subtitled
"Hope in the Midst of UncerLainty," and
hope is the message of this book. If you
or someone you know is "on the shelf"
waiting for God's direction, this book will
help. Easy reading and to the point,
God's Waiting Room meets the need.(NavPress, 207 pp., $7.95) DRM
Bookwormts Bulletin
Clip-Art Features for Church
Newsletters 4, illustrations for bulletin
boards, home bulletins, and news
releases. Compiled by George W.
Knight, illustrated by Howard Paris.
Baker Book House, 115 pp., $5.95.
Speakers Sourcebook, four thou-
sand illustrations and quotations for
preachers and other public speakers,
compiled by Eleanor Doan. Zondervan,
304 pp., $11.95.
Winning with Word Power, by
Floyd L. Diehm. Baker Book House,
V4 pp., $2.95.
The American Bible Society is proud to
offer this full-size, extra-low-cost edition, which
features verse-style text, section headings and a list
of words that have changed in meaning.
For hundreds of years the King James Version Bible
has been read, studied, and shared with others.
Cont inue the tradi t ion by sharing this special  edi-
tion with someone who needs to hear Cod's mes-
sage of salvation.
Help make Cod's world a better place. Share His
Word. Order your copies of the King James Version
Bible-for the very low cost of $1.SO-today!
Available at cost of publication from the American Bible Society,
a non-profit organization servingthe peopleof Cod everywhere.
American Bible Societv
PO. Box 5674. Crand Central  Stat ion
N e w  Y o r k  N \  1 0 1 6 l
Straw in the Crib
Him by
doing
good
deeds.
Anyone
who does
a kind
deed for
someone
else in
the family
will be
given the
privilege
of putting
a piece of
straw
in Jesus'
crib," I
told the
children.
The
idea
in Jesus' crib."
Preparing the bed of the
Christ child brought lots of
goodwill to our household.
The children began to under-
stand that their kindness
to one another was an
expression of their love for
Jesus.
On Christmas Eve we
placed the figure of infant
Jesus in a well-prepared
manger. Though the creche
now lays concealed in its
box on a shelf until
next Christmas, the children
are still serving one
another. A few days ago
Justin told me proudly that
he put his sister's skooter
in the shed for her. "I put
straw in the crib, didn't I
Mom?"
Indeed, what we do for
one another we are doing
for the [,ord.
I N,ki Anderson
ook Mom, a little
lamb," exclaimed my
son after unpacking
the small figure from our
Nativity set. "I hope I find
baby Jesus next."
"Mom, I found Joseph,"
announced my daughter as
she unfolded the crumpled tis-
sue encasing the figure of
humble Joseph.
Iast Christmas I began a
tradition, using the creche to
teach the children the
meaning of serving Christ
throughr serving one another.
"[€t's wait until Christ-
mas Eve to put Jesus in
the manger," I suggested.
"We will pretend we are wait-
ing for Jesus to be born."
"That's a good idea,
Mom. [ct's put Him in the
manger right before we open
the presents," said my
daughter.
Next we took a handful of
straw from the Nativity crib
and placed it outside the
creche. "While we're waiting
for Jesus' birth, we'll
prepare the manger for
caught on with enthusiasm.
I noticed the children
helping each other with-
out the usual grumbling.
Before supper one
evening I called Jodie to
set the table. Moments
later my son was busy
doing his sister's chore.
"Justin, isn't it Jodie's turn
to set the table?"
"Yeh, it is, Mom, but
I'm doing it so I can put
straw in the crib."
One day when I asked
Justin to take his back-
pack to his bedroom Jodie
quickly offered to take it for
him. Afterwards she ran to
the creche and laid a piece
of straw in the crib.
Justin objected the time
I called his sister to help
him clean the toy room.
"No, Mom. I'm picking up
by myself so I can put
straw in the crib."
One night Jodie voluntar-
ily turned off the lights I
left on in my writing room.
Pleased with herself she
said, "Now I can put straw
Blessings in
Disguise
he gift I received from
my elderly neighbor
last Christmas taught
me about faith in an unex-
pected way. 'Auntie laurie,"
as everyone in the neighbor-
hood calls her, is a 78-year-
old woman with the vibrancy
of a 21-year-old. The day
we moved in seven years
ago, she welcomed us with
a jam cake still warm from
the oven. That same after-
noon she was up on a
stepladder trimming her
trees. The next day she
brought home 10 bushels of
peaches ready for canning.
I was exhausted just watch-
ing her!
But last winter her body
was not keeping pace with
her spirit. She had been
having back problems off
and on for months. Trips to
various doctors helped only
temporarily. On good days
she walked with a cane. On
bad ones she would lie flat
on her back in bed, her
practiced hands moving
above her as she crocheted
an afghan or muffler for one
of her many friends.
One day early that
December, I found myself
overwhelmed with problems
of my own. The strain of
the Christmas crush was
taking its toll. Working
full-time meant I had only
evenings and weekends to
shop, bake cookies, address
cards, host a cookie ex-
change, and a million other
things associated with the
holiday. To make matters
worse, I had volunteered to
restore an old battered doll
for a needy child.
As I struggled with my
temperamental sewing
machine, a lump of self-pity
rose in my throat. I looked
over at the naked doll lying
on my sewing table. She
was about 18 inches long
and smelled of rubber. Her
yellowed, brillo-pad hair
stuck out in a quasi-punk
style. I picked her up. Her
blue eyes blinked a hello
just as the phone rang,
"Eloise?" Laurie's shrill
voice asked. "I just made
some buckeye candies, and if
you don't come take some
Roy will eat them all. Believe
me. he can't afford to!" she
grggled. Her husband fought a
losing battle between his
waistline and l-aurie's good
country cooking.
Doll still in hand, I
headed across the yard for
l.aurie's house. Sleigh bells on
her door jingled a greeting.
A rich, cinnamon smell
grabbed me like a vise and
drew me into her kitchen.
"What's the matter,
dear?" she asked, catching
my troubled expression.
My frustrations poured out.
She listened attentively while
kneading dough. When my
tirade ceased, she patted my
hand with her floured one.
"I wondered what you
were doing with that doll," she
said. "Why don't you
leave it here and let me see
what I can do." Knowing her
skill with a needle, I was too
relieved to protest.
In the rush of the days
ahead, I completely forgot
about my little goodwill
project. The Saturday before
Christmas, we awoke to an
icy snowstorm. I was midway
through my second batch of
cookies when the doorbell
rang. Iaurie stood on the
porch, a bright red woolen
scarf wrapped tightly about
her head. She held a large
box in front of her.
"Laurie, what in the world
are you doing out there in
the snow?" I bustled her
inside. Her face was flushed
with more than the cold.
"I can't wait to show you,"
she said, her eyes dancing
with childish excitement. She
pulled the doll from the box.
I gasped. Fluffy blonde
curls peeked out from a
starched white bonnet,
forming a buttery halo of hair.
A lacy pinalore fit snugly over
a dress of blue-and-white
gingham. Tiny ivory buttons
ran down the back. Bright
blue piping lined the ruffled
collar and cuffs. hurie had
even crocheted a miniature
purse of the same dark blue
yarn used for the doll's
booties.
As tears filled my eyes,
laurie said, "But that's not
all." A cornucopia of cloth-
ing followed-a calico night-
gown, a polka-dot sundress,
denim overalls; all wrapped
in a hand-knitted baby
blanket. How I wished I
could be there on Christmas
morning when some lucky
little girl discovered layer upon
layer of her "new" doll's
wardrobe.
Throwing my arms around
my friend, I felt a surge
of gratitude for the precious
gift she had given me: the gift
of time. As she turned to
leave. she chastised. "Now
stop running yourseH ragged."
I watched her amble up
the driveway like a soldier with
an old war wound. It had
stopped snowing, giving the
world an innocent look. Little
did I know there was some-
thing sinister beneath that
pristine sheet of snow.
I was about to turn away,
when I saw Laurie slip and fall
at her doorstep. I dashed
outside, a clammy fear grip-
ping my chest. Thankfully,
Roy appeared and we carried
her to bed. I rubbed her feet
while Roy hurried off to make
tea. "Don't worryr about me,"
she said. "I will be fine
a- f te r l res taspe l l . "
But I did worry. It seemed
so unfair that she should
get hurt while delivering a
Christmas gift. I blamed God
for not watching over her. I
also blamed myself. If you
hadn't pushed the work off on
Lauie, my conscience
whispered, this wouldn't haue
happened. Remembering they
-  
. t
had planned to re*e:ld$
the morning for her daughtefs
home in another state, I -'. '.
prayed she would be well
enough to travel.
I did not see Iaurie again
untilNew Year's Day whentheir
blue van pulled into the drive.
I will never forget what
happened next. laurie hopped
out of the ran and walked
toward me with a schoolgirl's
bounce in her step. "Where's
your cane?" I asked.
"I woke up the morning we
left with a brand new back,"
she said. "When I fell,
something must have snapped
back into place. That fall was a
kind of gift in disguise,
I guess."
Suddenly I thought of the
Virgrn Marv. How unhir it must
have seemed to her to suffer
the shame of beingimpregnated
before marriage. And yet,
the birth of her son was a gift
that brought not only her sal-
lation, but the world's as well.
Since that day, laurie has
never used a cane again. And
I have started thanking God
for all His many gifts in
disguise.
I Eloise K. Shick
F.r,s'
henever I
read about
the state
of today's economy I
remember the depres-
sion of the thirties. It is
not a pleasant memory
and no one wants to go
through such bleak and
unhappy years again. Still
most of us came through
those years to become
stronger and better
people. We faced harsh
reality and learned valu-
able lessons in coping
with it.
I was a spoiled and
immature 12-year-old
when the depression was
at its worst. I knew we
were poo! but I didn't
rcalize how poor. I knew
that Father had been il.
for a long time and un-
able to work. I was
aware that Mother sat
at the old treadle
sewing machine
way into the night
sewing for anyone
able to pay. I did
not know that the
few dollars she earned
kept the wolf just outside
the door.
December came and I
began to look forward to
Christmas and what I
wanted as a gift. "I
know," I said to Mother.
"I want a radio of my
own." I noticed the
troubled expression on her
face and I hastened to
add, 'A small one will do."
"Times are hard,
THE
GIFT
dear," Mother tried to
explain. "We will have
a tree and a few home-
made gifts, but don't
count on getting a
radio."
But I could not forget
my dream of a radio
of my own.
Every chance
I got I re-
peated
my
wish
to
one or both of my parents.
I was sure I would find it
under the tree on Christ-
mas morning.
I was not disappointed.
When I went downstairs
that morning, there was
my radio. It was a small
one and well-used, but
that didn't matter. I had
the gift I wanted. It did
not occur to me to ques-
tion where my parents
got the money to pay for
it.
One month later
Father died. Then I
learned a heartbreaking
truth. Mother and I were
sorting through Father's
personal effects when
I noticed his gold
watch was
mlssmg.
i'Where is
it,
Mother?" I asked. "I
hope it isn't lost. Father
treasured that watch. It
belonged to his father
and his grandfather be-
fore that."
Mother's expression
was sad. "There is
something I did not
intend to tell you," she
said, "but perhaps I
should." She paused to
wipe the moisture from
her eyes. "The watch is
gone. Your father sold it
to get the money for
your radio."
I stared at Mother for
a long time. I was so
moved I couldn't speak.
Then the scalding tears
came. "Why did you let
him do it?" I cried.
"Why?"
Mother reached for
my trembling hand. "He
wanted to do it, dear,"
she said. "It was im-
portant to him that you
have a happy Christmas.
Enjoy the radio and
treasure it. It was the
last love gift your father
could give you."
I think I grew up that
day. Although many years
have passed since that
Christmas, I still get a
Iump in my throat and
tears in my eyes
when I think of my
father's last gift. I
try to live up to my
legacy by passing
love on to others.
yet I am the one
who benefits the
most. My life has been
enriched many times
over.
I like to think that
Father is aware of my
efforts and is pleased
that his daughter has
learned the impor-
tance of loving and
giving.
I Mildred Sallee
Miss Teets Ghristmas
ne cold, gray Sunday,
five teenagers and
their youth sponsor
from First Christian Church
knocked on the door of a
neat frame cottage on
Hawthorne Street in
Jackson, Tennessee. Their
mission was to make an
ordinary pre-Christmas visit
to one of the church's
senior citizens-or so it
seemed!
Miss Tee (short for
Otelia), a widow of 82,
hobbled to church regularly
despite severe arthritis in
her feet and ankles. Farley,
her husband of 50 years,
had died in 1984 after a
lS-year illness that kept Tee
at home much of the time
because of the constant
care he required.
The first Sunday after
Farley's funeral, Tee drove
herself to Sunday school
and proceeded to take up
church life where she had
left it. Within a month she
was teaching Sunday school.
An avid talker, Miss Tee
attracted a whole generation
of new friends among the
children. who were fas-
cinated by this gray-haired
bundle of energy, less than
five feet tall, who walked
with a cane.
On this December day,
Tee was pleased to see her
young friends. They were
polite and attentive as she
launched into one of her
stories (which they had all
heard before) about some-
thing that happened in the
church when she was er
teenager.
An unusual noise outside
the house brought them all
to their feet. When Tee
opened the front door, she
was staring straight into
a television reporter's
camera. There in the yard
was a big red fire truck, the
TV station's van, and 25
teenagers milling around the
big cedar tree near the
sidewalk.
Atop the fire truck's lad-
der was the church's yout}
minister-stringing lights
from the top of the 30-foot
tree. The young people
were busy assembling and
placing more than 100
strings of colored lights
on what had now be-
come a giant Christmas
tree. The five visitors
inside had been the
decoy team, part of a
carefully laid plan to
brighten the Christ-
mas of a very
special ady.
It had all be-
gun in August
when two high-
s c h o o l e r s ,
Brian and
Clint, were
cutting Miss
Tee's grass.
As usual,
she was
talking a
mile a
minute.
r r I
j u s t
l o v e
my
cedar tree," she re-
marked. "\4buldn't it be
wonderfirl if sometime I
could decorate it for an out-
door Christmas tree?"
The next minute she was
talking about something else,
but Brian did not forget. He
stored the idea in his mind,
and as Christmas ap-
proached, he shared it with
other memben of his youth
group.
The plan began to de-
velop. The young people
soon discovered that outdoor
lights are cosfly. They began
a whispering campaign, col-
lecting unused lights from
church memben and pooling
their own resources to pur-
chase more. On the desig-
nated Sunday, the minister
announced ftom the pulpit
that the young people
could use a few o<tz
dollars for a special
project they were plan-
ning. After church,
Miss Tee slipped
some bills into
Brian's pocket.
When the day
anived to complete
this project, the
senior minister
alerted the local
TV station about
the event. The
station's
weekend staff
was on the
scene witlin
minutes.
Help from
the fire
depart-
ment
came by
acci-
dent.
The
truck
was
passing by, returning
ftom a frlse alarm, and
the firemen saw that
the group trying to light the
tall tree needed assistance.
When Miss Tee recovered
from the initial shock, she
was in the middle of the ac-
tivity. The youngsters
wrapped her in a blanket,
gave her a wann cag and
brought her rocking chair to
the front porch for her TV
interview. "I thought
Christmas was already over
for me," she told them,
"after the children's prograrn
at church." She handled the
interview like a pro-tellirg
the reporter that her tree
was taller than the Christ-
nas tree at the White
House.
lbe was suaamped with
phone calls from friends and
well-wishers. After the TV
feature aired, cars came by
in a steady stream at night
to see the tree. The local
ABC affiliate used the story
three times before ABC
News purchased the story
for syndication.
A deeper spirit of
Christian friendship
is evident among the
25 teenagers involved
in the project. A some-
times complacent con-
gregation has a new sen-
sitivity to the needs of
its older members. Weary
youth sponsors have renewed
faith in sometimes e:rasperat-
ing teenagen. A young,
part-time TV reporter basks
in her first national
media exposure. A lonely
widow will never again
look out her front window
and see just a cedar
tree.
"In my mind, it is
forever lighted," said Miss
Tee, "and every day as long
as I live, I will remember
that people in Los Angeles
and Eranwille, in Albany and
Atlanta hare heard about my
hometovrn, about my church,
about my young Christian
friends. and about an old
lady who had the best of her
82 Christmases."
f Martha McI,Iatt. This article
frrct appeared in fhz liohout.
Family Bookshell
Jesus is Born, a brightly
colored Nativity book, shows
and tells of the angels,
shepherds, and wise men;
then opens up to the stable
where the shepherds find the
Saviour. Press-out characters
of Mary, Joseph, Jesus, the
shepherds, and some
animals are included to ar-
range in front of the stable.
Made of glossy-coated
cardboard, this Nativity set
is fun for children to play
with, or can be used as a
Christmas decoration.
(Distributed by Broadman
Press, $3.50)
I Cindy B. Gunter
GAMES
FOR GIFTS
Tyndale House Publishers
has added two more educa-
tional family games that
reinforce Bible stories as
well as teach Bible facts.
The Superbook Game is
for children ages 6 and up.
(Its artwork is taken from
CBN's Superbook videos.)
Available for $7.95. People
& Places in The Book is
for ages 8 through adult and
is available for $15.95.
Play Right Toys, a Joplin-
based toy producer, has
been gnnted the exclusive
right to manufac-
ture Precious
Momentsfinger
puppets. The
soft vinyl "col-
lectibles for kids" are pack-
aged with an entertaining
music and story cassette
that will develop the charac-
ters of the puppets while
teaching positive values,
such as sharing and
honesty.
Each finger puppet
maintains the pastels
and innocent expres-
sions of the ever-
popular Precious
Moments collection of
products. Also in the
offering will be a special
carrying case and color-
ful accessories including
a school, a church, and
a house.
Looking for Christian
videotapes for kids? We
recommend the following
videotapes that teach Bible
stories and reinforce Chris-
tian values to children.
VIDEO MOVIES
WITH ACTORS
Wolfhunter, 34 minutes,
on peer pressure, and The
Great Rock River Race,
37 minutes, on honesty,
repentance, salvation. Ages
4 and up. $49.95 each.
Released by Quadrus.
VIDEOS FEAIURING
PEOPLB AND PUPPETS
Sunshine Factory
videos, 27 minutes each,
with titles such as "kading
and Following," "Sharing,"
"Responsibility," and
"Honesty." Ages 4-10.
$14.99 each. Manufactured
and distributed by Word.
Color Me a Rainbow
videos, 25 minutes each,
13 different videos on who
Jesus is-excellent series.
Music cassettes, song-
books, coloring books, and
teacher masters also avail-
able. Ages 4-10. $19.99
each. Distributed by Word,
produced by Shepherd and
Associates.
CARTOON BIBLE
STORIES
Superbook videos, as
seen on Christian Broad-
casting Network, 40
minutes each, two Bible
stories per tape. Ages 3-12.
$14.97 each. Distributed by
Tyndale House Publishers.
The Parables, 30
minutes each, a collection
of short parables, two
volumes available. Ages 4
and up. $14.95 each. Dis-
tributed by Tyndale Christian
Videos.
MUSICALS
Nathaniel the
Grublet, 30 minutes,
teaches honesty. Ages 3
and up. $14.95. Produced by
Agapeland Home Videos,
distributed by Sparrow-Star
Song.
A Prayer
dearest fesus,
holy Child,
Make Thee a bed,
soft, undefiled,
Within my heart,
that it may be
A quiet chamber kept
for Thae.
I Martin Luther

New
Addition to
Liberty
Mountain
Construction of a new
and exciting addition to
Liberty Mountain will begin
early next spring. "Liberty
Village" will eventually be
home to approximately
1,100 people 65 years of
age and older.
The first phase of
the village includes a
six-story residence. Living
units will range from
one- and two-room apart-
ments to penthouses. Plans
call for a shopping mall,
restaurant, beauty salon,
and a television station
where "The Pastor's
Study" will be filmed
live-all inside the
village.
Over 130 people
responded to the first
mention of the project.
The village will be situated
on the same road where
the new TRBC sanctuary is
to be built. A shuttle will
be provided to and from
Thomas Road Baptist
Church's present location
until the new sanctuary is
finished.
Liberty Village is a joint
venture of the Old:Time
Gospel Hour and a Florida
firm that develops retire-
ment communities. A tem-
porary office and model
apartment are now on the
grounds.
"Liberty Village" will
add an element of social
involvement to the
campus, as students and
senior citizens have
an opportunity to relate
with one another.
Thman Pugh
Dorcas-Doens of the Word
Senior ladies of TRBC
known as the "Dorcas"
group will once again share
their joy of giving through
the Salvation Army, donat-
ing over 30 filled Christmas
stockings for the needy.
The Dorcas ladies have also
crocheted or knitted 50 lap
robes and 30 pairs of slippers
for gifts in a local nursing
home.
Dorcas originally started
as a social group for single
women. Now both single and
married ladies provide service
to others under the auspices
of the TRBC Senior Saints
Ministry. And they give the
year around, learning of
new needs through their
project chairman, Mary
Foster. This fall they gave
each man at Elim Home for
Alcoholics a pair of socks.
Around Valentine's Day they
hosted a luncheon and
presented gifts to the
Liberty Godparent Home.
These industrious ladies also
sponsored abirthday party for
residents of a local nursing
home.
"Most of our project
money comes from the Senior
Saints who purchase greeting
cards from our group," said
Bernadine Brunner, chairman
of Dorcas. "We use the
money to buy small gifts or
yarn to make projects."
With each lady doing her
part, they have brightened
a lot of corners.
Martha Hamer
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LU Spotlight: Kim Westover
10 yean since I had been in
school, and I had gonetluough
elementary and secondary
school through the home-
bound program. At the univer-
sity I sat in a classroom with
other students for the first
time. I had to take notes from
professors who spoke quickly,
and I wasn't used to having a
time limit on tests. School itself
was my greatest challenge."
But it is a challenge she is
enjoying. Kim plans to take
her education as a broadcast
journalist straight to the
anchor desk of a television
station. Has anyone tried to talk
her out of her dream be-
cause she is in a wheelchair?
"Anyone who knoun me well
knows it's hard to talk me out
of something once I get my
mind set on it. One professor
did point out the difficulties of
reporting and chasing down
stories outside the studio in a
wheelchair. ln the real world
it's hard to go here and there."
But she'll mamge. Kim has
managed everything she has
ever undertaken.
Angela E. Hunt
Kim Westover is in awheel-
chair as a result of spina
bifida, a congenital defect of
the spine. But that is not a
handicap for Kim. "I don't
consider myself handicapped,"
she says simply. "There
are a few things I can't do, but
there are a few things every-
body can't do."
Though she detests cold
weather, Kim enrolled at
Liberty University during a
bitter winter. Her first day at
college was quite a challenge.
"It was my first time away
from home, my first time to
deal with roommates-I am an
only child-and the tempera-
ture was 10 below zero, with
a windchill of 40 below."
School officials were very
helpful to Kim. They assisted
her in the dorm by installing
a bathtub in the shower oom,
lowering her clothes rack,
equipping her room with a
sink for the handicapped, and
updating the handicapped
stalls in rest rooms.
Physical imitations were
not a major problem for Kim,
but the educational process it-
self was dfficult. "It had been
CALE'UDAR
December
34, 941:fhe Living Christmas Tree,
Thomas Road Baptist Church
l0-Phil Driscoll Concert at LU
15-End of first semester at LU
28.January 14-LU Student Campaign
to Dominican Republic
January
16*Students return for second semester
At LU
Kids Sing Ghristmas-
on Video!
Seven fourth- through
eighth-graders from Thomas
Road Baptist Church recently
enjoyed the opportunity of a
lifetime. They celebrated
Christmas for four months
with a big cuddly bear and
had their fun recorded for a
new music video. Hand-
picked members of The
Bnnches children's choir
spent December through
April taping the songs from
Iheir Kids Sing Christmas
album (released previously)
for a video produced by the
Liberty Broadcasting
Network and published by
Brentwood Music.
The video contains
seasonal favorites including
"Silent Night," "We Three
Kings," and "Joy to the
World." The new lfits Sing
Christmas video will be in
your local Christian book-
store in lime for Christmas
shopping.
Iawie M. McCauley
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llf Marching Band Performs
for the New York Giants
The LU Marching Band,
"The Spirit of the Mountain,"
performed during the New
York Giants vs. the Dallas
Cowboys game on Novem-
ber 6 at Meadowlands Stadium
in East Rutherford, New
Jersey. Invited by the New
York Giants, the band played
a three-minute patriotic
theme pregame and nine-
minute l,atin-style halftime
show before the sold-out
75,000-seat uditorium. The
invitation to play came in
April after a letter of request
and video was sent to the
Giants' promotional manager.
Professional teams receive
thousands of requests annually.
The 1S0-member band,
directed by Raymond S.
Locy and assisted by Linda
Cooper, Keith Currie, and
David Legg, had only 30
minutes to practice forma-
tion on the field before the
game. They had been work-
ing on their routine since
the middle of August, arriv-
ing on campus for band
camp one and a half weeks
before the beginning of the
semester.
Drum majors Steve
Maule. Don Leonard. and
Scott Gordon led the band
in corps-style marching.
Miss Liberty
Julie Ann Harbot was crowned
Miss Liberty 1988-89 during
Liberty University's eleventh annu-
al pageant. Julie is a senior from
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, and is
majoring in Broadcast Journalism.
Her ambitions include working in
the church as well as being a suc-
cessful television ews anchor.
V
_ i l
Jerry Vines, co-pastor of
First Baptist Church, Jack-
sonville. Florida. and current
president of the Southern
Baptist Convention, visited
Lynchburg in early October.
On Monday, October 10, he
was the featured speaker in
a series of leadership Ex-
posure I-ectures for the
Liberty Baptist Theological
Seminary. His lectures on
"How to Prepare Messages
for Twentieth-Century Au-
diences" were open to the
public. The seminary also
sponsored a luncheon where
seminary students, faculty
members, and area pastors
took part in an informal
question and answer time
with Vines.
Vines arrived in Lynch-
burg earlier in the weekend,
so he could visit with his
son Jonathan, a freshman at
Liberty University. On Sun-
day he preached for the tele-
vised worship service at
Thomas Road Baptist
Church, and he preached
before a packed chapel at
Liberty on Monday morning.
His goal as president of the
SBC was evidenced by his
challenging sermons,
"Come to the Supper," and
"The [.ove of God within
John 3:16."
"I'd like to call the SBC
to a recommitment to per-
sonal evangelism," he told
the Fundamentalist Journal.
"The Convention became
great because of personal
witnessing out in homes-
one on one-leading people
to Christ." His message to
Southern Baptists: "Let's
get busy!"
After his visit to Lynch-
burg, Vines was to attend
the inauguration of l-ewis
Drummond to the presidency
of Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary in
Wake Forest, North
Carolina.
Next June the leaders of
the SBC will meet in I-as
Vegas to elect their presi-
dent for the 1989-1990
term. Vines will be eligible
to run for a second term.
LMM
President of Southern Baptist
Gonvention Visits Liberty
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GET FIRED-with enthusiasm for developing
God-given writing talent. Write for FREE Starter
Kit: Christian Writers Guild, Box 1, Hume Lake,
cA 93628.
EARN DEGREE-OFF CAMPUS. Assoc.-
Ph,D. Catalog $1. Christian Bible College,
Station Squue, Swte227, Rocky Mt., NC 27804(Accredited). (9I9) 442-l2ll.
MrscnlleNEous
GEORGLA PECANS! 2lbs. shelled pecan halves
and 2 lbs. pieces, $20. FREE brochure. COBB'S
LITTLE ACRES, 2704 Winifred Road, Albany,
GA 31707. We will also do fund-raising projects.
SEIFISSLC
Rates and requirements for classified ads are: $8.00 per line (approximately 45 character spaces per line); minimum chuge of $25.00. Display style
advertisements: $70.00 per column inch (7 written lines per column inch). Add $5.00 to each insertion for FIINDAMENTALIST JOURNAL box number.
Prepaynent with orilzrs required. No frequency discounts. Classified advertising isnon-commissionable; no 270 discounts. Deadline for reservations i eight
weeks prior to actual issue date. REQUIREMENTS: Give at least three reputable sources we can contact who can vouch for product and service. All
advertisers using a P.0. box must supply FIJNDAMENTALIST JOURNAL with permanent s reet address and telephone number. Clnssifud Atuertbhe,
FUNDAMENTALIST JOURNAL, 2220 Lmghome Road, Lynchburg, Virginia 24514.
FREE CATALOG. OLD.TIME PREACHERS
on audiocassette. Call the 0ld-Time Preachers
hotline: (412) 795-9280 or write Old-Time
Preachers. POB 14191. Unitv. PA 15239.
THE HENRY SLAUGHTER GOSPEL
PIAN0 C0URSE. Available inSIX books, and
demo cassette teaching the necessary fundamen-
tals. Also available in SIX VIDEOCASSETTES.
Forty-seven lS-minute lessons by the author.
For FREE brochures write: GOSPEL PIAN0,
POB 8073, Nashville, TN 37207.
PLAY GOSPEL SONGS BY EAR! Add chords.
Piano, organ. 10 easy lessons. $6.95. Davidsons
Music, 6727FJ Metcalf, Shawnee Mission, KS
66204.
BUY CARPET AND VII{YL DIRECT. Savings
to 8090. Name Brands, Free QUOTES.
Johnson's Carpets, Dalton, Georgia 30720.(800) 235-1079, (404) 277-2775.
Pew Upholstery
For more information. call: 1-800-537-1530
ln Ohio, 1-g@-472-2722
S-AIJDE,R'
PusLrcerroNs
BEGINNING A COUNSELING
CENTER. A one-of-a-kind manual on the
ABCs of starting acounseling ministry. For
more information about Christian counsel-
ing training in the privacy of your own home,
write:
Institute of Christian Counseling
POB 878F
Aberdeen, MD 21001
FREE BOOK. SAVED, ARE YOU SUR'I
Send your name and address to: Mission Evan-
gelism, Dept. FJ, Box 10522, Tampa, FL 33679.
FOR SALE: BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL PROPERTY
IN ASHEWLE, NORTH CAROLINA. 138 acres
of prime Western Norttr Carolina l nd wittr stun-
ning mountain views. 28 campus buildings, atllet-
ic fields, and much more for $2,300,000. Contact:
Don Noakley, Clndes Hanell Associates, krc.,
Asheville, NC 28803. (7M) 2744141.
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN SCHOLARSHIPS
go undaimed every year. Guaranteed Sources!
FREE information: Academic Aid Resources, 301
Academy Street, Johnstown, PA 15906.
Why Wonder? Just Call.
Find out how God can use
your work skills in the U.S.
and overseas. Call now at
l-800-426-ru2
(206-546-7330 in WA, HIand Canada)
Or return the coupon below.
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Christmas gift
Prepared by the ladies of Thomas Road
Baptist Church, including favorites like
Jerry Falwell's peanut butter pie and
Tom Landry's chocolate mousse.
Send $6.50 to
Vista Suburban Women
Thomas Road Baptist Church
Lynchburg, Yirginia 24514
A.ll profits from this endeavor are given to
Lynchburg Christian Academy.
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/ 1 peration Rescue dubbed it "The
! Siege of Atlanta."
\-/ Atlanta police said these
pro-life protesters "would meet a differ-
ent police force" when they arrived.
The battle lines were drawn.
When it was over, police would be ac-
cused of stomping protesters with
horses, stripping a cleric of his collar and
stuffing it in his mouth, kicking nonresis-
tant demonstrators on the ground, and
using "pressure holds' '  to br ing
screaming-even crying-rescuers to
their feet and to an awaiting police bus.
The protest began on a Tiresday
morning. By the following Saturday more
than 400 demonstrators had been arrest-
ed. Most are still in jail at the time of this
writing.
Operation Rescue is a year-old move-
ment that uses "nonviolent civil disobe-
dience" to close down abortion clinic
operations. The pro-lifers trespass abor-
tion clinic property and block entrances
through sit-ins, locking arms, or stand-
ing in front of incoming vehicles.
While rescuers face arrest, they be-
lieve their illegal operation brings local
and national attention to their cause and
prevents some women from obtaining
abortions.
The rescuers first arrived in Atlanta
during the July Democratic National Con-
vention. After several weeks of sit-ins-
and more than 700 arrests-the New
York-based gtoup temporarily pulled its
operation out of Atlanta.
The rescuers returned October 4,
promising to "siege Atlanta."
The police were ready.
Said Major Kenneth Burnette of the
Atlanta police, "When Operation Rescue
or anybody else tries to impose their will
by physical force they're going to run
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headlong into the police officers because
we're on the cutting edge. That's what
the citizens pay us for."
To counter the strength of the
demonstrators, the police department
brought in its Red Dog Unit, a special
"There are strong forces
that want to defend
unborn children
and will go
to great lengths
to do so."
force of police officers trained to combat
the drug market.
"We have no choice," Major Bur-
nette defended. "They need to be out
taking care of narcotics problems. But
when we're inundated with the numbers
they brought to this city, we have to call
up the reserves, call up assistance. And
I very much appreciate the assistance
they provided this week."
On the first day of the siege police ar-
rested 360 people. But unlike the re-
strained arrests that characterized earlier
sit-ins, police resorted to rougher tactics
to bring the demonstrators to jail. Res-
cuers complained of being beaten,
dragged, even kicked as arrests were
made. Major Burnette was accused of
brutality for kicking a protester who was
simply trying to get up on his knees.
Film footage of the incident was
broadcast nationwide when the pro-
testers provided the media with video-
tape of the kicking. After the footage was
broadcast Major Burnette said the police
would resume its previous policy of re-
straint when making the arrests. "I be-
lieve the public would rather see us take
more time and be more gentle," he said.
The number of arrests dropped dra-
matically during the rest of the week. On
Wednesday 10 were arrested, 15 on
Thursday, 43 on Friday, and 40 on Satur-
day. A major reason for the drop in ar-
rests was because most demonstrators
were still in jail. The majority remained
in jail because they refused to identify
themselves, giving only Baby Jane or
Baby John Doe as their names. About 50
remained in jail against thek wishes, even
though they posted bond.
J.D. Hudson, city corrections direc-
tor, said it takes from one to three days
to process the protesters' paperwork.
Hudson did not take kindly to criticism
from Operation Rescue spokespeople
over the slowness of the process.
"They've lived up to their purpose-to
overwhelm the criminal justice system.
They tore up the tracks, and now they're
The Gteatest Danger Ever Told!
Don' t  wai t  any longer to learn about the greatest  danger coming your way.
Be prepared' to ppose the enemy both spir i tual ly  and emot ional ly .
$7.95 value FREE Not Available in bookst.*)
with your subscription to
Mdnisht Call
How To Count Your Bible is Dr. Ed Vallowe's
challenge in his most fascinating book ever
published on Biblical Mathematics. This book
reveals the amazing secret to help you under-
stand the Bible better. Your heart wil l be
thril led as you see these astonishing discov-
eries unfold when you find out the hidden
meaninos behind God's numbers.
ABSOLUTE CUNNENTEE
I If f.. an) reason )ou are not satisfied uith
the material, just write cancel, and you will
receive a f"ll r"f""d.
The book is yours to k"ep t"gurdl"rr.
Dear Friend,
In one way or the other everyone and every church
has experienced the negative influence of the Cults:
The Mormons, the Jehovah Witnesses, Moonies,
Christian Science and others. But, today, a much
greater danger is approaching.
We hear much about "New Life,"  "RealPeace,"
"Unity,"  "Love," "Prosperi ty,"  and other promising
"gospels."  One thing they al l  have in common; they
believe they will create a new world order.
Did you know that occultism is taught in our schools? That science
is really becoming a religion? That millions of people are praying for
a world government? That these people would like to see our in-
dependence be replaced with an interdependence? Yes, there is much
going on that you really ought to know more about!
Frankly. . .to know the real news behind the news, you need to read
Midnight Call magazine. This is the only international source that pin-
points the greatest danger coming your way. That's why people in 103
countries, in 12 different languages, read this publication every month.
Let me give you an example of what you'll read in Midnight Call:
The New Age Movement. . .ls The World Government To Come
Soon?. . .The Real Purpose Of Europe's Common Market.
The Truth About The Peace Movement. . .ls The Antichrist Already
Among Us?. .  .Wil lThe U.S. Dol lar Become Worthless One Day?
. . .When Will The Temple Be Built In Jerusalem?. . .Can We
Expect A Nuclear War?. . .What You Must Do To Be Ready. . .
and much, much more!
To make it short, we are very anxious to send you our lastest issue
of this fascinating magazine. The cost is only $18 for 12 issues; that
is less than 5 cents a day! Plus, you willreceive absolutely free the most
amazing book ever published, Biblical Mathemotics, when subscribing
to Midnight Col/ today.
Dr.  Wim Malgo
Founder,  President
Don't wait any longer to learn more about
the greatest danger coming your way.
Be prepared to oppose the enemy soiritually
and emot ional ly .
Fil l  in the coupon below for your first issue
of Midnight Call and your FREE book.
l \ ,4aster and VISA card holders call Toll Free for immediate
response: 1-800-845-2420 or. 803-755-0733
Why You Should Read Midnight Coll Mag azine
With the very first issue of this exciting
magaz ine  you ' l l  f i nd  B ib l i ca l  nswers  t o
problems that  may have p lagued you for
yea rs !
By reading the prophetic news section
each month you wi l l  learn of  the l i t t le
known wor ld events that  are fu l f i l l ing
Bib le prophecy th is  very moment -
th ings that  wi l l  chal lenge and provoke
you to hunger and th i rs t  af ter  God's
Word as you never have before!
By gain ing deeper ins ight  in to the
Word of  God and understanding today 's
wor ld,  you ' l l  begin to see the greatest
danger for  your  church,  your  fami ly ,  and
yourself . . .But, that's not all. Midnight
Call wil l give you the needed spiritual
food to oppose the enemy and live a vic-
tor ious,  Chr is t ian l i fe  every day.
You'l l f ind Midnight Cal/ different than
any magazine you've ever  read.
I t  is  t ru ly  in ternat ional .  The publ isher
and edi tors peak many languages which
enable them to g lean f rom internat ional
sources unavai lable to you.  That 's  why
you'l l read valuable information and news
you'd otherwise never  hear !
In fact, the 32-year-old Midnight Call
i s  now  pub l i shed  i n  12  l anguages  and
disLr ibuted in  ' l  03 countr ies.
Test imonies
"The  vp rv  heq t  maoaz ine  I  have  eve r  r ead .
I  p ick one up and read i t  f rom cover to cover."
-  G . H . ,  O h i o .
"The spir i tual  food we receive f rom your
wr i t ings is  beyond descr ipt ion!"
-  L . M . ,  V e r m o n t
"You have given me reason to read the Bi-
b l e  a l l  ove r  aga in .  . "  -  T .C . ,  F l o r i da .
l - - - - -
I I/IDNIGHT CALL, P0 8ox 4389, Wesr Columbia, SC 29171 |
YES, Please send my first issue of Midnight
Call and my FREE copy of your reveal-
ing book Biblical Mathematrbs. I under-
stand that I will receive a full refund if
I  am not  sat is f ied.
n  $18  fo r  1  yea r  (12  i ssues )
Sorry, we do not bill for this
special offer.
l,lane.
AMress:
ciry.
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Cqll the Sourcerrr
We're lhe #lWholesole Supplier of AudioMdeo Equipmenl & Supplies
NEW! SHURE Wireless System 'Church Pockoge'
All 5 Pieces For One Low Price! w1o2o/03
$ll5.oo
All fhis PLUS o
Held Mike ond
Srwitch
w250R
FREE
MICROPHONE
& MUTE
with every purchose
. Superior, Mirror-lmoge
Componding Circuitry
. Shielded Quor2 Locked
Tronsmitier
. High Efficiency Circuit
Extends Bofterv
. Acro-Tune" Antenno System
. Power Output 50mW
Shure SM58-[C Dynomic Vocol
Unidirecfionol
M icrophone .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , |73.00
Remole Mute
Swifch WA360 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  70 00
TM
While Supplies Losl!
w1081
tist S1.508,00
Plus Shipping & Hondling
Non-Diversity Receiver (W20R)
Lisl S700.00
. Componding Circuitry . Lineor Phose
Filters . Crystol Controlled Frequency
. Wove Flexible Whip Antenno . Three Pin
Outout Connec'lors . Outout Level Control
Body Pock Tronsmitter (W10BT)
List 5400.00
. Long Life Felible Antenno . 4-Pin Input
Connector . Silent Mic On-Off Switch
. Recessed Low-high Goin Switch
. BotteryTest Button with LED Indicotor
. Removoble Belt Clip
Omnidirectionol
Microphone (W183)
List S'165.00
. Designed for Wireless . Eleclet
Condenser . Lovolier or Clip to
Instruments
FREE HONd
Mute
t f 
n*ff
Ampex Bulk Cqssetles
New Top of the Line Bulk Cossettes, 6'15/616 Series
Hlgh Performonce for Voice & Mostering
. Exceeds Specificotions of 603 & 604 Moster Seres
. Extended Frequency Ronge
. Tensilized Bose Film
. 5 Screw Housing
. Slondord Performonce for Music Applicotion
.  Choice of  Black or  White Housino
Royol Bulk Cossettes
Ouolily You Con Trusf-Guoronleed
. Low Noise, High Energy
. 5 Screw Housing
. Excellent For High Speed Voice Duplicotion
. Steel Pins & Nylon Roller
. Solid Welded Windows
. White Housing Only
. Pocked in Box of 100 with Lid
. All C90s Are Looded with 93 Minutes of Topel
Add 25C per co$ette for quontltles lels lhqh ,00
Slock No. Lenglh .t00 500 4,00 5,000
ROYALC62WTI c-60 .39 .35 4,4
ROYALC93WII c-93 .5,| .41 .40 .39
ROYALC,I22WTI c-420 .98 .96 .93 .86
Add 6C fof Wide Wlndow Ptecision Houslng lblock only) Add 25C per cosielie fot quonllll6s less lhon 50
SlockNo. Length 50 .t00 500 .r,0005,000
AMPEXC32WII c-30 .65 .55 .48 .44 .39
AMPEXC4TWTI c-45 I J .62 .57 .54 46
AMPEXC62WII c-60 .77 .66 .59 .54 .49
AMPEXC92WII c-90 99 .92 .77 .69 .67
CDI's Audio Duplicotion Service
Excellent High Speed Duplicotion From Your Mosterl Prices
Lengfh 'l-10 'l'l-25 26-50 5.t-.t00,r0.1-50(
CALL
FOR
IARGER
DISCOUNTS
JU mrnules 2.25 ,1.95 1.75 ,1.50 1.20
45 minufes 2.35 2.20 ,1.95 1.60 1.22
60 minules 2.50 2.25 2.00 1.75 1.25
90 minutes 3.00 2.79 2.50 2.35 ,1.80
'120 minutes 5.00 4.50 4.00 3.50 3.25
include Tope & Duplicotion!
Color Corts
For Only 4Q More (eochl
By Speciol Order From
t/our Choice Of These Colors
complaining because the train won't
roll." Hudson said in an Allantn Consti-
tution article.
Joseph Foreman, regional director for
Operation Rescue, said the demonstra-
tion has accomplished "two major, major
objectives. One, nationwide police
departments and municipalities are go-
ing to be very reluctant to allow the abor-
tion industry to get them to do their dirty
work for them. You are not going to see
police getting brutal around the country
again. And again, as I say that, many
police officers acted responsibly and did
not follow the leadership they were
given. There were those, however, who
did what was seen on television.
"Two. we're now back to the issue
of committing people who have a seri-
ous conscience to be able to sit down and
attempt to act consistent with their be-
liefs, which is to save a human life. If peo-
ple act consistent with their beliefs to
take a human life, other people ought to
be consistent in an attempt to preserve
human life."
Foreman felt the delay in processing
demonstrators out of jail who have post-
ed their bonds was intentional. "The
only conclusion we can draw from it, is
that the prison system has the intention
of furthering their intimidation tactics.
They said, 'We are going to treat you like
criminals.' Right now we're saying,
'Please, treat us like criminals.' By that
I mean process us out like they would
treat any other kind of criminal in the sys-
tem. They don't hold criminals who have
posted bond for two and three days."
Foreman believes that the national at-
tention given the rescuers in Atlanta has
helped recruit many people to become
proJife activists. "Overall, the city has
done the pro-life movement the greatest
service that any group has ever done.
They have demonstrated to the country
there are strong forces that want to de-
fend unborn children and will go to great
lengths to do so. That has done more to
wake people up to the issue who will
never come out and get arrested, but will
begin to write congressmen, senators,
will begin to picket, will begin to get in-
volved politically,in a number of other
ways."
The group planned to return in
November, after the elections, for a Na-
tional Day of Rescue-a rescue operation
that will occur in scores of cities across
the nation on the same dav.
I Martin Mawyer
Sacrifice continued from page 46
the kitchen and began washing the break-
fast dishes. The warm water felt wonder-
ftrl on my cold hands as I twirled soap
suds, my mind wandering away again.
I utasn't afrai.d, atfirst,I thought, as I
spoke quiefly in my mind to God. I knew
You could heal. There is nothing that You
can't do. If my baby was ill, You would.
heal her Nothing more simPle, right?
Nothing more simple.
I reached for the pan on the stove and
started fiercely scrubbing it.
OK, God, so whnt's the deal? I know I
belieue and haae faith in You. Don and.
I lnw both tra.yd. Our churth h.ae tray?n.
The elilprs hnae laid hands on Kim. W'ae
studied Your Word, appropriated Your
fromises and waited Your timing. What
da You uwtt? Why unn't Youheal my bab?
No answer came.
The dishes done, I dried my hands. In
utter despondency, I went back to the liv-
ing room. If my silent God had deserted
me, where else was I to turn?
My eyes fell on my Bible on the coffee
table. A verse firom Genesis 22 slipped into
my mind, stunning me with its impact. I
qurcklv opened my Bible to make sure that
I had remembered it correctly. I had. The
verse read, "And he said, Tirke now ttry
son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou
lovest, and get thee into the land of
Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt
offering upon one of the mountains which
I will tell thee of."
I knew. With absolute certainty I knew
that God was asking for Kim. A darity I
had never before experienced flooded my
mind as I realized that I had been placing
my lwe for my little grl above my lorrc for
God. I had been asking for my will. My
will. Not God's. Not His swereign choice.
A clay pot had been r:ailing at its Maker,
not fulling in submission at His holy feet.
Realizing that I had been trying to
manipulate God, I sav that I had been
doing all the "right things" so He would
be required to answer my pleadings. I had
never really considered the possibility that
He might ask for Kimmie. Totally unex-
pected was the command firom the verse
in Genesis. Cor.rld I still love God and call
Him "Master," if he took my tiny daugh-
ter? Wbuld hatred and bitterness fill my
heart, consuming all desire to serve Hinf
As surely as Jacob wresfled with the
Angel of the lord, I strove for my baby's
life. In torment I fell on the floor, pleading
again with my God.
Surely, sweet taus, You are not asking
this. Not my baby's life. How easy for You
to heal lwr Jtst a touth. Oh, my Lord and
my God, rnt this!
Even as I spoke, though, I knew the
answer. Only total submission to God's
sovereign will would do. In my breaking
heart I built an altar. Upon this altar I
placed my only, beloved child as truly and
sacrificially as Abraham had ever placed
Isaac on the altar in Moriah.
Oh, my l-ord, I plnce my trust in Thee.
If You are going to kill my baby, kill her
I can't ftght You any longer Forgiue me,
Lard, for my lack of trust and obedience.
I don't understand why You are asking
for rny little giil, and I do loue and trust
You. Help me in the times ahead.
A profound peace filled me. The bat-
tle was over. The victory won. I let go
of all the anger and fear that I had been
living with for so many months. I would
rest in the perfect will of God for my life.
Six weeks later, Kim and I were at Dr.
Rubinstein's offce again. Kim had not been
i[ dudng all that time. She sat up bright
and alert in my arms, radiant with health.
"I've never seen anything like this,"
said Dr. Rubinstein with a puzzled look on
his hce. "Kim's white blood cell count is
absolutely normal. This is impossible. It
couldn't hare changed so quickly."
In my heart, though, I knew. As
Isaac had been returned to Abnham, so
had my little girl been given back to me.
My lord was the Great Pttysician, and a
Father to be trusted.
Maybe the time had come for another
healing.
Wtsn I Set hotlu, I thought, I think I'll
call my dad.
I McKenna Dunross is a free-lance
writer in hgosa Springs, Colorado.
"I see more and
more that the one
thing needed is to
die to our own u)ill
and to enter and
liue in Crod's toill."
-Andrew Munuy
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AGLU Defends
Offensive T-Shirts
The American
Civil Liberties Union
says students have a
right to wear obscene
T:shirts, and has
threatened a lawsuit
to protect their rights.
Claiming students have a First
Amendment right to wear "obscene and
vulgar" T:shirts, the ACLU notified a
Rockville, Maryland, high school that it
is currently considering alawsuit against
its principal, James Coles.
Coles, principal of Thomas S. Wootton
High School, recently instituted a ban
against shirts that advertise condoms and
FACULTY POSITIONS OPEN:
a Datomte in Buinw
. Dctonte inThology
. Dtrtomte in Fine Arte
. Matero in Mathematie
. Masters (or Higher) in
Libmry Sciene
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1989 in four academic departments: Burinem
Adniniotration, Bible, Fine Arto, andMath/
Sience,zCmputr$im Anadditionalpocition
ir orendy open in the ua of Library,Tehniel
Senicea Department
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ionallv to rene Chrirt & the lml chmh
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goale and salary requiremente, along with a
c|rentrume'to:
Perrcmel Offie
TemrcTmple Univenity
l8l5 Union Avq
Chattanooga, TN 37401
An Egual Opportunity Dmployet
a restaurant called "Big Pecker."
In a letter to Coles the ACLU states,
"It is our belief that the Constitution for-
bids school officials to censor this type
of student expression." The letter asked
for a meeting with Coles to discuss the
issue. Coles declined to meet with the
Liberal legal group, saying he is under no
obligation to meet with a nonschool or-
ganization.
Coles defended his ban, saying the
county's "Student Rights and Respon-
sibilities" code allows school officials to
disallow certain student clothing when it
''disrupts school proceedings." The code
also allovrs the principal to censor material
that is obscene or violates contemporary
community standards.
The ACLU countered that the Tshirts
were not disruptive and that, even if they
were, the Constitution's freedom of ex-
pression guarantees outweigh school
regulations and codes.
louisville and Decalmo & Key
Say No to Teen Suicide
LOUISVILLE, Ky.-Award-winning
Christian rock band DeGarmo & Key
was the featured gloup at "Jesus in
Theater Square," a recent major outdoor
event in downtown louisville.
louisville has the unfortunate distinc-
tion of being the number-one city, per
capita, for teen suicide and drug abuse.
"Jesus in Theater Square" was planned
to offer hope and an alternative to suicide.
Local sponsors, in cooperation with the
mayor's office, were using the event as
one step toward addressing the teen
suicide issue.
A local ministry Hearts of Fire, saw
the event as the ffillment of their three-
year dream-a high visibility evangelistic
event in downtovm l,ouiwille. The mayor's
office cooperated with the event in an ef-
fort to utilize every possible resource in
dealing with the teen crisis. Hearts of Fire
gained the mayor's attention because of
its extensive outreach to the homeless
and needy in Inuisville.
Also joining in the special event was
Tyndale Bible Company. Tyndale provided
a free copy of the NN One-Year Bihlefor
each youth who came forward. Hearts of
Fire Ministries provided on-site counsel-
ing and follow-up for each person.
Judge Halts
Parental Notification l.aw
A federal judge has halted a Florida
law requiring minors to obtain parental
consent or a court order before obtaining
an abortion. U.S. District Judge John H.
Moore II issued the temporary restmining
order just six days after enactment.
Several abortion clinics and ptrysicians
challenged the law. Opponents charged
the law provides no guarantees of con-
fidentiality, does not ensure court action
will be handled speedily, and makes no
provisions for a court-appointed attorney
or waiver of costs for a destitute teenager.
An attorney for the opposition, William
Sheppard, told the Associated Press that
the judge's order "means that the young
women of Florida can do what they want
with their bodies and exercise their con-
stitutional right to have an abortion."
Assistant Attorney General George
Waas argued that the lar is constitutional,
it guarantees confidentiality, and orders
a circuit court to consider the petition
within 48 hours. But pro-abortionists in-
sist such an expedited hearing would be
impossible because an estimated 3,700
teenagers would seek court permission
for abortions in Florida this year.
l\no Denominations Join l{AE
WHEATON,III.-
The National Associ-
ation of Evangelicals
accepted the Chris-
tian Reformed Church
in North America and
the General Associa-
tion of Genenl Baptists into membership
at their Board Administration meeting
held near here October 4 and 5. The vote
swells NAE's constituencv bv more than
300,000.
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Both denominations voted last sum-
mer to apply for membership in NAE.
The CRC in NA has some 650
churches and a membership exceeding
220,000. Its denominational offices are
maintained in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
The GAGB has approximately 800
churches with a total membership ex-
ceeding 80,000. It is headquartered in
Poplar Bluff, Missouri.
NAE President John White said he
was thrilled that both denominations had
chosen to be a part of NAE. "NAE will
be enriched by the CRC's heritage, theo-
logical tndition, and carefirl development
of a workable Christian world and life
view," he said. 'And GAGB's stand for
the truth and purity of the gospel will en-
hance the integrity of NAE. The Baptist
heritage is a rich and vital part of our
evangelical family of churches."
NAE is a voluntary association of in-
dividuals, denominations, churches,
schools, and organizations dedicated to
united action without theological com-
promise. NAE represents more than
50,000 local churches fuom77 Protestant
denominations and serves more than 15
million people through its subsidiary af-
filiates, and commissions.
illH Panel Approves
Fetal Research
Pro-life groups
had already charged
a National Institutes
for Health panel with
being stacked with
pro-abortionists. This was long before
the advisory committee made its recom-
mendation of whether federal funds
should be used to perform medical ex-
periments on aborted babies. When the
recommendations were released, the
pro-life groups were not surprised.
The NIH panel voted 19-0 to
"recommend that research proceed"
and receive federal financial backing.
At issue is the ethics of using taxpayer
dollars to allow scientists to use aborted
babies in experiments that could lead to
cures of such genetic diseases as Par-
kinson's.
Pro-life groups opposed the ex-
perimentation, saying women would feel
more comfortable about ending pregnancy
if they believed their abortions could lead
to the cure of diseases.
A Roman Catholic church leader from
Cincinnati testified at the NIH commit-
tee hearing. "One might say that the
American public becomes accomplices-
after-the-fact for these induced abor-
tions," if its institutions embrace policies
that could tend to assign a medical value
to having an abortion.
Several witnesses also complained
that a woman might become pregnant in
order to produce a baby for financial gain
or in hopes of helping a sick relative.
Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Otis Bowen, who remains personally
opposed to abortion, said he will wait un-
til the advisory committee issues its final
report this month before taking a posi-
tion. He did tell reporters, however, "If
I had Parkinson's I think I would want
some of those cells." He added, "Inas-
much as abortions are legal, being unable
to utilize the tissue. . . would result in
the waste of a resource that is lilesaving
and curing for several diseases."
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Here's an ingredient that will
God's Word. and complement a y transl
Vrth Tbe Amplifred Bibleyou savor thr important
subtleties of the original languages tluough an easy-to.use
system that has made it a staple for well over a million
Bible readers.
Now completely reised, The Amptirted Bibh offers new
infoductions, its,own: concordance, c0l0r maps, and page
after page of bountiful study notes.
And there s a taste for everyone. From elegant leather-
bound editions t0convenient pocket-size testaments.
Discover for yourself hovt The AmpliJiect Bibte
can ilm any snrdy into a feast.
Look for it today at Chistian
bookstores everywhere.
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-here is an old saw preachers
sometimes (nervously) tell on
each other about how preachers
are made. When a neophyte arrives at
the seminary, he is immediately given a
bag of marbles and instructed to pour the
entire bag into his mouth. Wth each
class he attends the professors remove
one marble at a time. When all the
marbles are gone, the young preacher is
brought before the committee and
ordained to the ministry.
The story may be apocryphal, but
when I hear the things some preachers
have said, I wonder. The earth is flat.
Man will never reach the moon. Blacks
are inferior to whites. The Rapture will
occurin September 1988. Who couldhave
imagined that these claims, and more,
would pour from the lips of preachers?
To make matters worse, instead of recog-
nizing such foolishness for what it is, we
are duped by it. Today most of us laugh
at those who condemned Columbus be-
cause they thought "the Bible said" the
earth was flat. We cringe that some
preachers justify racial prejudice by quot-
ing Scripture. So wtry, whenJesus clearly
said no oneknows the day and the hour
of His return, were so many Christians
fooled recently by a man who said he had
88 proofs that Jesus was wrong?
Now I know that is not how he put
it, but let's face it. that is what it all came
down to. If it were possible to calculate
the date of the Rapture as this man did,
then Jesus should have been able to
figure it out just as well. Apparently,
Jesus was not as good a Bible scholar and
typologist and numerologist as this
twentieth-century preacher. What can we
say about all this?
Do not be deceived. One woman
who heard that someone was predicting
Christ's return on September 12, 1988,
by Daniel R. Mitchell
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quipped, "How hard can it be? You know
if someone is naming a date for Christ's
return, that's not it! Jesus said no one
knows. So this prediction can't be right.
It's that simple."
When people prostitute this promise to
satisfu a wanton interest in the future, they
Speculating on the time
of Christ's return not
only breeds bad theologr,
it is the original sin
all over again-trying to
know as much as God.
commit a terrible traresty. Speculating on
the time of Christ's return not only breeds
bad theology, it is sinful. In effect, such
projections are merely the original sin all
over again-trying to know as much as
God. I'm sure the Lord Himself is grieved
by what they have done to the promise of
His coming.
Fbed the sheep. Some congregations
were so deeply irvolved with and con-
sumed by this prediction that a few people
even sold their homes and congregated on
hillsides to await Jesus' return.
Jesus instructed Peter, as one of the
fint who would exercise a pastonl min-
istry, "Feed my sheep." If the shepherd
does not lead the sheep in green pastures,
they will wander to strange and danger-
ous places to gr:ze on their own. This
recent episode of eschatological frenzy
would never have occurred if our pastors
were preaching the Word. Jesus told the
Sadducees, "Ye do err, not knowing the
scriptures, nor the power of God." But,
of coutse, pastors must know the Word
before they can preach it, and they must
study the Word before they can know it.
Watch and work. "But of that day
and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of heaven, but my Father only"
(Matt. 24:36). For years I have been tell-
ing my students to beware of 1988. While
the date of Christ's return is not predic-
table, this craziness was. I cannot ell you
how many cults have used these same
arguments to point to one date or
another in order to coerce their followers
to submit to their fraudulent eachings.
The truth is, the expectation of Jesus'
return at any moment has been a source
of hope and comfort o God's people since
the days of the apostles. This is not due
to God's indecision, but to the fact that
He has not let us in on the secret! This
wondrous promise has been a treasure
cherished in the hearts of God's saints
since the angels gave it to the disciples
nearly 2,000 years ago. As such it was to
induce watchfulness and faithfulness.
Against hat hope we purify our hearts and
redouble our efforts to serve the living and
true God (1 Thess. 1:9-10; 1 John 3:3).
I worry about the people who have
been hithfr:l in their service to Christ only
because they were oAecting Him to come
in September. With that expectation re-
moved and inevitable skepticism moving in,
what will they do now? In hct, the lnrd
never intended that we should remain fiith-
fl:l only to aroid shame at His coming.
Rather we serve Him because we
love Him, and we love Him all the more
because He promised to return and
receive us to Himself, not because we fear
His judgment (as important as that is).
The hithful seryant should not be dis-
couraged because Jesus has not come in
1988-yet!What was tue a year ago is still
true today. Jesus is coming again, and in
the "fi:lness of time," He will. Isn't it won-
derful to know thatJesus is not late for His
retunl/
He could come today after all! I
omething revolutionary
is happening in the
world of television.
People are turning off TV that's
predictable, and they're coming
over to something ew and
creative, FamilyNet will soon
be airing new, original
programs especially for the
millions who are saying, "The
family is the most important
part of our lives. We want
television that reflects our
valuesl"
REVOLUTIONARY PROGRAMS
Our 24-hour program schedule
offers a wide selection of excel-
lent family shows, including
music, women's shows, sports,
outdoor adventures, children's
shows, health and fitness,
movie classics, inspirational
and issues-oriented programs.
A BIG REVOLUTION TO COME
In the coming months,
you'll see more original
programs on FamilyNet. lt 's
already happening, with
FamilyNet SportsTM, shows
for young adults, music programs,
TV shopping, family dramas,
and more. lt 's all part of the
growing FamilyNet Revolution.
COME ON OVER!
lf your local cable system isn't
offering FamilyNet, call them
and ask for it, lf you're a home
dish owner, come on over to
Galaxy ll l, Transponder 23 and
start enjoying FamilyNet todayl
Watch "The Pastor's Study" on
Family Net. Monday through
Friday at 9 a,m. (LIVE), 2 p.m.,
7  p .m. ,  10 p .m. ,  1  a ,m.
And, "The Old Time Gospel
Hour" on Saturday al7 a.m,,
11 a.m. ,  11 p.m. ,  and Sunday
at  8  a .m. ,  10 a.m. ,  1 p.m. ,
B p.m, ,  and 12 midnight .
(All times are eastern).
&
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The Family Television Network
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From the first day we opened
our doors, we started a tradition
of excellence at Libertv that is
still all-encompassing.
We strive for it in spiritual
character. In academics. In ad-
ministration. In the arts. In ath-
letics. Everywhere. Close to our
nation's capital and Colonial
Williamsburg, we're located in a
region rich in American history
where we are continually re-
minded of our nation's bedrock
principles, as well as our biblical
roots. This heritage is very
much our own, part of our tra-
diiion, and part of our legacy to
each student who passes this
way. There may be nothing we
can teach them that is more im-
portant than to be the best they
can be. We strive to produce
young men and women who are
not only authorities in their
fields, but individuals of true
Christian character, deeply
rooted in biblical principles.
_ 
So far, the ideal has paid off.
Our graduates are making an
impact all over the country bothprofessionallv and spirituallv.
They're banliers, they re busi-
nessmen and women, thev're
teachers and counselors ahd
mathematicians. Thev're minis-
ters and graduate students, and
wherever they are, they're carry-
ing on the tradition of excellenc"e.
LIBEruT'?
U N I V E R S I T Y
WrereHistoryls Still Beirg l\{ade.
LIBERTY 
".flf iij],I; rtr:;:::"' vA 24s06
Financial Aid information available on request. Applicants for admision are considered without regard to s€x, race, national origin, or handicap.
